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About John Risner
John Risner is the instructor for the Congregational Gift Development course that is part of the Training in Ministry program at Rosedale Bible College. From the start, you will notice John’s energy for teaching others.
Serving as a pastor, speaker, and leader, John has a passion to strengthen hearts and homes with the gospel. He serves as Lead Pastor at Mennonite Christian Assembly, anis a high-energy communicator and storyteller, committed to solid biblical teaching. 
John’s is gifted in teaching, encouraging, and leadership. He is a highly relational extrovert who thrives on relationships. He highly values teamwork and excellence. John’s goal as a leader is to motivate, train, and encourage others in ministry. A guiding passage is Ephesians 4:11-12, “Christ himself gave… pastors and teachers to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
John and his wife Rachel reside in Ohio’s beautiful Amish country with their eight children. Their family enjoys nature walks, board games, playing sports, and beach vacations. John is also a loyal fan of the Cleveland Cavaliers and Hiland Hawks basketball. 
Interestingly, at age seventeen, John won a talent competition for a short comedic sketch. He acted primarily in church dramas until landing the lead role in the Bridgestone Multimedia release Redemption Ride. The film was featured at the 2010 San Antonio Independent Christian Film Festival and John was thrust into the national Christian film spotlight. His acting career has included work on The Scarlet Letter, Skydog, Courageous Love, Polycarp, and the Kevin Costner film, Draft Day.
Risner is a proud Ashland Theological Seminary alumnus where he attained his Master of Divinity. John also holds a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work from Bluffton University. He was homeschooled grades K-12. You can find him online at johnrisner.net.

