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Fastern Kentucky Alumni Chapter

MAKING ADIFFERENCE

This past October the Eastern Kenfucky
Chapter of the Rosedale Bible Institute
Alumni Association held its annual meeting
at Bethel Camp, a beautiful spot nestled in
the hills of Appalachia. Approximately 30
people were there, coming from Bowlings
Creek, Turners Creek, Lost Creek and other
watery, poetic-sounding places that grace
Eastern Kentucky. :

The acfivities included a business meeting,
potluck meal and a service (the meeting
began on a Sunday affernoon). The
evening service included group singing,
special music and a devotional. Ken Miller,
director of development and music instruc-
tor at RBI, gave an update on the school
and a short inspirational talk. They also took

an offering, collecting almost $600 for RBI
and over $300 for a scholarship fund that
the group has established.

The Eastern Kentucky alumni chapter
began in December of 1990, and has met
every fall since then. John Yoder, a member
of the chapter’s executive committee, sees
the purpose of their association as providing
a means to keep in touch with RBI and to
work at ways to generate interest in the
school among their young peopls. They
recently awarded a scholarship to a young
man in their areq, John Morris, who graduat-
ed from RBI in 1998 and is now the interim
pastor at Lothair Baptist Church, Hazard, KY.
John Morris says that RBl was a very strefch-
ing experience for him: "It was a fime of
focusing on growing in
Christ along with other
believers. | loved RBII”
Besides helping students
like John Morris come 1o
RBI, the group enjoys
spending fime with each
other. "I redlly enjoy get-
ting together and reflect-
ing on our RBI days,” John
Yoder says. "We have a
wide variety of ages from
Berlin to the present. 11's
nedt tfo see dll the genera-
tions come together with a
common goal.”

Eastern Kentucky has the
most active regional RBI
alumni associafion. If you
would like to find out more
information on activating
your region to form an
alumni assceciation, please

Fronf row, | to r: Edna (Wingerd) Tumer (67, 69, 70), Ella June (Gingerich) Miller (54, 56, 57), Lucy (Hershey) Yoder (79, 81), Mary (Yoder) Eash (78, .

79), Rose (Sfoltzfus) Swartzenfruber (75, 76), Maxine (Purcell) Yoder (54-56, 89-90 staff). Back row, | to r: Albert Miller—leadership seminar 7 confact RBI. We'd love fo
times, Dorothy (Gingerich) Fisher (53-55). John Yoder (90). Calvin Eash (78, 84). Steve Stoltzfus (77, 78), Phil Swartzentruber (72-75), Naomi f |
(oden Caudil (85, 87, 88, staff 88), Earl Yoder (89,90 staf). help you get organized!
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Earl and Maxine Yoder (both 89-90) have

invested energy into RBI over the years: ’fhesr«._

three children attended the school and in
1988-89 they served as a cusfodial/mainte-
nance couple. Earl expresses appreciction in
working with Leroy and Alfred, the former and
current business managers. Earl is now a
semi-retired carpenter, involved in a VS assign-
ment to rebuild the Turners Creek Church par-
sonage, which was recently destroyed in a fire.
Maxine is home full-fime. The Yoders' three
children were all at the meefting:

Their daughter Naomi (Yoder) Caudill (85, 87,
88) and ner husband John live in Ezel, KY and
attend Pinegrove Community Church. John
works as a maintenance engineer with the
highway department and Naomi works fwo
days each week as a nurse. They have a two

Jyear old son, Caleb, and are expecting their
second child this month.

Their daughter Mary (Yoder) Eash (78, 79) is
married to Calvin Eash (78, 84) and they have
three girls: Karen (10), Melody (7) and Maria (3).
Mary home schools their children and Calvin
works as d carpenter. He was recently licensed
as the associate pastor at Bowlings Creek
Mennonite Church; they live in Buckhorn, KY.

Their son John Yoder (90) is martied to Lucy
(Hershey) (79, 81). They have three children:
Amanda (12), Emily () and Shauna (6). John
works in the claims department of Kentucky
Farm Bureau Insurance Co. Lucy is an RN and
presently is home full-time to care for their
youngest daughter, who is physically disabled.
They attend Turners Creek Mennonite Church.

Dorothy (Gingerich) Fisher (53-55) aftended
Berlin for three years (it was a six week winter
school at that time.) Originally from Goshen,
she met her husband Orlo at a nursing home in
Sturgis, Ml, when Orlo was in 1-W service. They

)were married in 1955, After living in Goshen for
a few years, they moved to Corpus Christi, TX,
where they were involved in a Spanish ministry

on a Few of the

T

for 3 1/2 years. In the early sixties they moved
to Talcum, KY, where Orlo pastors Talcum
Mennonite Church. Dorothy recalls fakings
classes with Shem Peachey and Willard Mayer.
She particularly recalls Shem always picking on
her: she remembaers seeing Shem a few years
affer she had left the school and he said, “And
you finglly got married!” "l learned a lot at
Berlin,” Dorothy says. *(My fime af Berlin) got us
in the work we're in. | still have all my notes.”

Ella June (Gingerich) Miller (54, 56, 57), origi-
nally from Kalona, 1A, moved o Kentucky as a
young bride 40 years ago. She and
Hutchinson, KS native Eldon Miller(55, 56, 57)
(who wasn’t able to
attend the meeting)
met at Berlin and
graduated ftogeth-
er. Eldon came fo
Kentucky eight
months before they
were married, the
first  VSer under
RMM. She says, "He
came for 6 months
and it furned into 40
yvears.” Eldon pastors Buckhorn Creek
Mennonite Church, and this past year they cel-
ebrated their church’s 40th anniversary and
their 40th anniversary, The Millers have three
children who all attended RBI:

Their daughter Elaine (81, 82, 87, 88-91 staff)
married Marvin Bender (90, 21). They live in Leon,
1A where he pastors Mi. Zion Mennonite Church.,
They have three children and are expecting
their fourth. Elaine graduated from RBlI and was
the dean of women there for four years. Ella and
Eldon’s daughter Evelyn (84, 85, 86), also a grad-
uate, mairried Jim Zoss and now live in Lowpoint,
IL, where they farm and are involved with the
Gideon Bible ministry. Their son Elwood “Woody”
(88, 93) lives in Middlebury, IN, He works at Regal
Motors and sings with the group Clearwater.
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Carol Swartzentruber and Maxine
Eash enjoy a discussion at the
Kentucky alumni meeting.
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> Each year RBl hosts a
Chiisimas hymn sing for the
local Mennonite churches, This
past year the event was held
December 6. The full evening
of music began with an infor-
mal Messiah Sing-Along and
was followed by a program
involving RBI students and rep-
resentatives from area church-
es. Approximately 350 people
came, filling the chapel with
the beautiful sounds of
Christmas music. The service
concluded with an impromptu
mass choir singing two selec-
tions from The Messiah.

RBI's annual missions confer-
ence was held March 2-5.

Nathan Miller, the
president of Rosedale
Mennanite Missions,
was the speaker. In
addition, a variety of
representatives from
missions crganizations

i
f
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was on campus fo
give students exposure to their
programs.

Revival meetings were held
January 14-17 with Phillp
Siutzman of Millersburg, OH. The
meetings were a good time of
renewal for the student body.

Phll Swarzenfruber (72-75) of
Talberi, Kentucky, has been
elected as the new board
member of fhe RBl Board of
Trustees, replacing resigning
board member Paul Emerson.
Phil is the pastor of Turners
Creek Mennonite Church and
a full-time public high school
teacher. He and his wife Rose
{Stoltzfus, 75,78) have three
children. (They are part of the
Eastern Kenfucky Chapter of
the Alumni Association fea-
fured in this issus of the Mirron)

Salt & Light Co. Tours

=
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The Salt & Light Team (from left): Kristi Helmuth, Rodney Gehman, Christy

Zook, Rich Peachey, Mark Sarver, Megan Miller.

Chapel
o a
Highlight...

Lynn Miller, Mennonite Mutual
Aid’s (MMA) stewardship minis-
ter, recently gave a series of
chapel talks on stewardship to
the RBI faculty and student
body. Lynn’s humorous anec-
dotesillustrated passages of
scripture that describe how
extravagant God is in His deal-
ings with us. Lynn challenged
the lisfeners to display that type
of extravagance fto those they
meet in day-to-day interactions,

RBI Petitions
Ohio Board Of
Regents

Rosedale Bible Institute recently
petiticned the Ohio Board of
Regents for authorization to grant
an Associate of Arts degree.
Although RBI has long given diplo-
mas or certificates to students
completing one of its programs, it
needs additional authorization
from the state of Chic in order fo
grant a degree. The application
with the Board of Regents is sepa-
rafe from the accreditation
process which RBl continues fo
pursue with the Accrediting
Associction of Bible Colleges.
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RBI's Salt and Light Co., coordinated by Dean of
Students Mark Miller, toured throughout severdl
Midwestern and ecstern states in February and

| March. The six-member group of students frav-
eled to churches and schools to minister in music
and drama. This year's feam included Mark
Sarver of Bellvile, OH; Megan Miller of Kalona, 1A,
Kristi Helmuth of Kalong, 1A, Rich Peachey of
Relleville, PA: Christy Zook of Belleville, PA and
Rodney Gehman of Manheim, PA. Team mem-
ber Rich Peachey felf that the week's tour was
worthwhile: “We could see God werking in the

| lives of others af various programs and many

| people talked to us affer programs about how
God had used us to bless them persondlly. It's
such a blessing to hear that affirration.”

Employment Opportunities

Available

RBl is seeking maintenance and custodial personnel and a nurse for
the 1999/2000 school year. Positions may be VS or salaried; classes
are offered to RBI staff af no charge. Contact RBI if inferested,

Rosedale Chorale Itinerary

The 34-member Rosedate Choradle, directed by Ken Miller will be feuning
this spring with a musical progrom that is designed fo appedl fo all age !
groups, Their ffinerary is as follows: |

March 17 (a.m.)
March 17 (o.m.)
March 21 (a.m.)
March 21 (o.m.)
March 27 (p.m.)
March 28 (a.m.)

- March 28 (p.m.)

Al 2 om)

- April4 oem.)
Aprild @m.)

April 5 @.m.)

* Aprl6 om)

 Aprl 7 em.)

© Apiil 8 cam)

| April 8 go.m.)

April @ (o.m)

" April 10 e.m.)
Apiil 11 @m.)

April 11 (o.m.)

Shekinah Christian Schoal, Plain City, OH
Turkey Run Mennonite Church, Logan, OH
Mennonite Christian Asserbly, Fredericksburg, OH
Grace Mennonite Church, Berlin, OH

Riverside Mennonite Church, Au Gres, Ml
Pigeon River Mennonite Church, Pigeon, M
Grace Christian Fellowship, Flint, Ml

Berea Mennonite Church, Aflanta, GA

Bethel Mennonite Church, Sarasata, FL

Palm Grove Mennonite Church, Sarasota, FL
Trinity Chapel Mennonite Church, Eustis, FL
Bethel Mennonite Church, Biountstown, FL
Mennonite Christian Fellowship, Atmore, AL
Atfrmore Christian Scheol, Atmore, AL

Southside Mennonite Fellowship, Brmingham, AL
Foothills Community Chapel, Tryon, NC

Turners Creek Mennonite Church, Talbert, KY
Lexington Mennonite Church, Lexington, KY
United Bethel Mennonite Church, Plain City, OH
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70's News

Ardis (Good) (74, 78) and Lester (75, 78) Diller have
recently moved to Bellevile, PA, where Lester has
begun pastoring Mountainview Mennonite
Chapel. They have four children: Jesse (17),
Deborah (15), Elizabeth (12) and Rebecca (8).

80's news

Wanela (Zook) Chaffinch (86) and her husband S ampus fhisiyear's

Barry were married in 1995. Their daughter,

Melinda Carol, was born in December of 1997
and is thefr first child. The Chaffinches are living in |

Greenwood, DE.

Recently Ellis Miller (81) graduated from the
University of Kentucky College of Law and was

inducted Info the Ohio Bar. Ellis and Rita (Miller)

(81) have moved with fheir children to
Fredericksburg, OH, where Ellis works in estate
planning with Hummel Insurance Agency and Rita
is employed as the director of Hospice and Home
Care services for Holmes County.

Mike (84, 85, 96-97 staff) and Cindy (Bonfrager) (85,
96-97 staff) Gingerich, Plain City, CH, left for the
Philippines in January. They are serving as church
planters under ACTICN Infernaticnal and are mission
associates of Rosedale Mennonite Missions (RMM),

Kirby (89, 21) and Holly (Yoder) (89, 91) Miller,
Mechanicsburg, OH, will begin a fwo-and-a-half
year term of voluntary service with RMM in May.
They will be serving as house parents for the
Shekinah Foundation—a ministry to street children
in Manta, Ecuador. They have a daughter, Mikalg,
who is four.

Rufus (80) and Jeanette Miller began a three-year
term of service with RMM in January, They are
serving with the Shekinah Foundation in Manta,
Fcuador where Rufus will be giving leadership to
starting a woodworking shop with the infent of
tecching street kids a frade.

90's news

Matthew Yoder (96), originally from Arthur, IL,
graduated in May of 1998 from East Mississippi
Community College with an associate’s degree
in Aviation Technology and recelved his federdl
cerfification as an airplane mechanic in October.
He is living in Gore Springs, MS, and in January
began working as a mechanic for a crop dusting
service. He is currently in communication with
Missicnary Aviation Fellowship, and hopes fo join
them affer gaining some experience as a pilot
and mechanic.
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RBI Gives Musical Opportunities to Young

Two upcoming
events will provide
opportunities for
young people to
develop their musi-
cal abllities. The
High School Choral
Festival is o biennial
event on the RBI

festival will be held
April 16-18. Seven
schools plan to par-
ficipate, rehearsing
as individual choirs
and as a mass choir
fo prepare for a Sunday afternoon concert
that will showcase each of the groups. This
year's guest conductor is Jomes Galagher,
conductor of Ohio Siate University's
Symphonic Chair and Men's Glee Club,
REIs first Choral Camp for children in
grades three through eight will be held July
19-23, 1999. The camp will feature classes in

Ruth (Yoder) (97) and Jeff (96) Ebersole were mdr-
ried on April 11, 1998, Before their marriage, Ruth
served a six month term with the ReacH team fo
Kenya. The couple now lives in Macon, MS, where
Ruth holds down two part-time jobs as a secretary
and as a daycare provider, Jeff, who is originally
from Newville, PA, works for Macon Cabinet
Company. They are expecting their first child in April.

Beth Eichom (97}, from Lexington, CH, is serving o term
of VS with the Gospel Echoes Prison Ministry in Goshen,
IN. She is thelr receptionist/Bible study coordinator.

Vitali Sukhorosiov (98, 99), originally frem Russic,
has accepted a position with Cheice Books as
service representative based out of the Rosedale
office beginning in mid-Fetruary.

Kathleen Shank (91, 93, 95-97 staff), from Greenwood,
DE, has begun a one year term with Street Cry, a min-
istry to inner-city children in St. Petersburg, Russia.
Kathleen is a missionary apprentice with RMM.

Cheryl Stahl (98), from Lititz, PA, began a six-month
term in January, serving af a Native reserve in
Pikangikum, Ontcrio with Impact North Ministries.
Relating to RMM as a mission associate, Cheryl is
tecching Bible classes in the public school system.

Brent Miller (98), from Kalona. IA, left in December
to serve in Peru with Eastern Mennonife Missions’
YES program after completing an intensive three-
month discipleship tfraining course in Baltimore this
past fall. Brent plans to be In Peru until May.

$

part singing. sight reading, music theory and
music appreciation. Cther enrichment and
educational activifies are planned as well. The
cost for the camp is $95 for the first child in
each family with reductions for additional chil-
dren attending. The camp is also in need of
parent volunteers. Space is limited. For more
information and a brochure, contact RBI.

Births

Evonne (Groff) (87) and Lyn Beiler, Paradlise, PA,
announce the birth of Hunter Michael on
September 23, 1998, Hunter joins sisters Emily
and Rachel.

Jan (Eby) (89, 90) and Duane (90) Brown,
Blountstown, FL, announce the birth of Madison
Elizabeth on August 24, 1998, Madison joins
Megan (4) and Jake (3).

Susan (Richards) (85) ond John Brubaker,
Plymouth, OH, announce the birth of Derek
Richard on January 2, 1999. Derek is their fifth child
and second son.

Heidi (Shetler) (90, 92) and Charles (20, 92, 94)
Kline, Myerstown, PA, announce the birth of Cory
Matthew on January 13, 1999. Cory jeins Clarissa
(6) and Philip (3).

Sharla (Troyer) (94, 95) and Greg (95) Graber,
Sarasota, FL, announce the birth of a son, Derek
Lynn, on April 9. 1998, Derek is their first child.

Linda (Wolfer) (83) and Wes (82, 83) Helmuth,
Plain City, OH. announce the birth of Mary
Lynette on October 24, 1998. Mary Is their fifth
child and third daughter.

Lon (80, 81) and Sheila (Esch) Kauffman, Ephrata,
PA, announce the birth of a son, Collin Zachary, on
September 15, 1998, Collin is their first child.




Paculty ttinerazy

Linda (Eash) (85) and Austin (85) Miller,
Hutchinson, KS, announce the birth of
Cameron Dane on August 29, 1998. Cameron
joins Kandace (5) and Derek (3).

Susan (Witmer) (90, 91) and Kevin Miller,
Narvon, PA, announce the birth of Devin
Timothy on December 3, 1998.

Colleen (Beckler) (87) and John (87, 88) Rollins,
Au Gres, MI, announce the birth of Jared
James on December 8, 1998, Jared joins broth-
er Kendall (6) and sisters Anita (4) and Jana (1).

Darla (Smoker) (84, 85) and Sheldon (85)
Slaubaugh, International Falls, MN, announce
the birth of Emily Rose on October 24, 1998.
Ernily is their fourth child and third daughtfer.

Missy (Dixon) (90) and Cyrus Van Gunda,
Dover, DE, announce the birth of a son, Dakota
Ryan, on December 8, 1998, Dakota is their first
child.

Sharon (Drawbond) (79, 80) and Homer (90)
Wingerd, Atmore, AL announce the adoption
of Renee Dawn on October 14, 1998, born on
July 10, 1998, Renee joins her sister Junell (11).

Rhoda (Martin) (86) and Amos Yoder, Thomas,
OK, announce the birth of Sierra Marie on
August 21, 1998. Sierra joins Felisha (9) and
Chandra (4).

Marriages

Marjorie Bontrager (59, 60, 63, 66, 74, 75 Staff),
Goshen, IN and Richard Gingerich, Au Gres,
M|, were married on October 3, 1998 af Griner
Mennonite Church, Middlebury, IN. Elmer Jantzi

. March 4-7 Willard Mayer of Plainview
Mennonite Church. Hufchinson, K5
| March7 Elmer Lehman i Sloom Mennonite
Fellowship, Goshen, IN
March 7 Jon Showalter at Locust Grove |
i Mennonite Church, Bellevile, PA
Morch 14-21 Willard Mayer ot Cuba Mennonife
Church, Grabilil, N
Aprit 10-11 Leon Zimmerman at New Life
Mennonite Church, Somerset. PA
Aprii 11-18 Willard Mayer af Turners Creek i
Mennanite Church, Talber, KY
April 25 Willard Mayer at Covenant
Fallowship, Wast Liberty, OH
June 25-27 Willard Mayer ot Cumberland
Christion Fellowship, Cumberiand, VA

__ Plumni News

helped officiate at the wedding. Marjorie was
employed for over 40 years and in the past 19
years has worked at C.A.M. Mutual Aid
Association. She now Is enjoying life as a farm
wife and homemaker. Richard, a widower, has
six grown children and farms near Au Gres.
Marjorie served on the alumni board for sever-
al years in the 80°s and 90's, She writes, "My
years at the Bible school and institute had a
profound effect on my life and molded me for
service to the church.”

David Eichorn (95) and Becky Kayser were
married on June 20, 1998. They are living in
London, OH.

Joanne Freed (92-96), Belleville, PA, was mar-
ried fo Richard Fetzer, Sr. on December 19,
1998 in a 200-year-old colonial style church.
Dick was a widower and has three grown chil-
dren and five grandchildren. Joanne, former
editor of the Miror, writes, “In November | quit
my job of teaching English at Belleville
Mennonite School, moved into the mobile
home...that Dick and | had purchased, and
had a major public aucticn to downsize from
two  house-
holds info one,
We want fo
live more sim-
ply and be
flexible and
ready to move
info whatever
type of ministry
God calls us to
serve Him in.
Currently Dick
teaches third
grade in the
public school
and | am
enjoying being a wife and homemaker affer
many years of singleness, We give God the
glory for so miraculously bringing us together!”

e S

Dick and Joanne (Freed) Fetzer

Amy Rissler (96) and John Shultz were married
on October 10, 1998, They are living in
Lampeter, PA.

Engagements

Judy Hostetler (77), Kalona, 1A, and Brent Balbinot,
Webster City, IA, anncunce thelr engagement.
They plan to be married on April 3, 1999.

Tammy Knepp (96), Odon, IN, and Leroy Steury,
Ft. Wayne, IN, announce their engagement.
They plan to be married on April 24, 1999,

Linda Miller (86), Inwin, OH, and Mervin Schiabach
(94), Goshen, IN, annocunce their engagement,
They plan to be married on April 24, 1999.
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Shana Sommers (95) and Jeremy Schrock (96),

both of Hartville, OH, announce their engage-

ment, They plan to be married on June 5, 1999,

Deaths

Alfayo Nyangau (97, 98), from Nyamiro, Kenya,
died on January 10, 1999 in Columibus, Chio.
He was struck by a car while attempting fo
cross the street, Alfayo was 34 years old and is
survived by his wife and five children in Kenya.

Gary Gingerich (59, 60), Turner, M, died on
May 31, 1998, He is survived by his wife Karen,
and children: Warren (86), Kristal (89) and
Greg. Karen writes, “"Gary went home to be
with the Lord after a heroic battle with kidney
cancer...He died 15 days after our youngest
son’s wedding.”

Paul Slabach (89), Lyndhurst, VA, was killed
OCctober 27, 1998 in a car accident. He was 37
years old and is survived by his wife Regina
(Frey) (89) and four children: Ryan (6). Kendal
(4), Stephanie (2) and a baby, Dylan Paul,
born on January 25, 1999, Paul was the pastor
of Mountain View Mennonite Church and was
on his way home from the church office when
a fire truck lost control and veered inte the
lane of oncoming traffic, striking his van head-
on. He died in the emergency roocm of the
local hospital. Anyone who wishes to wiite to
Regina may do so af the following address: Ri.
1, Box 269, Lyndhurst, VA 22952

MIRROF

THE ALUMNI INEWSLETTER OF RGSEDALE BIBLE INSTITUTE

The MIRROR is a newsletter of Rosedale Bible
Institute published three times a year.

The mission of Rosedale Bible Institute is to pro-
vide an evangslical junior Bible college edu-
cation in the Anabaptist/Mennonite tradition
that equips students to grow spiritually and
academically and 1o serve effectively in the
church and society.

Address all Comespondence to:
Roseddale Bible Institute

2270 Rosedale Road

Irwin, Ohlo 43029-9504

el (740) 857-1311  fooc (740) 857-1507
e-mail: rosedalebible@junc.com

Jennifer Miller: Edifor
Kevin Mayer: Layout and Design
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) R Reeeives Gift
0¢ 47,000

Mark J. Stalter passed away on
November 27, 1997, but decisions he
made during his lifetime are still having a
positive effect. Mark used a Living |
Revocable Trust with Mennonite '
Foundation to give over $7,000 to RBI
through his estate. By giving to charities,
Mark furthered good causes and low-

ered estate taxes. Many fimes, a cerfain
slice of the estate must either go to the
state, or be given to charities. Sadly,
many of us choose the stafe by default,
But Mark chose differently. And his
choice presents us with an example we
should follow. Give Mennonite
Foundafion a call at 1-800-348-7468. You
will find a friendly staff that will be glad to
help you discuss your options.

Kenneth D. Miller

Out of the Archives... s

. =

m:a 975-—16 Ladies’ chorus performs under the direction of Paul (Pablo) Kauffman

Director of Financial Development

)

Wanted—E-mail Addresses

We would love to have your e-mail
address. Please send it to RBI at
rosedalebible@juno.com

WHATS NEW IN YOUR LIFE!

if you attended RBl, please
let us know your news, Use r
this form fo send detalled

information ond pictures
(they will be returned) to:
MIRROR Ediitor, Rosedale
Bible Institute, 2270 Rosedale
~ Road, liwin, Ohio 43029 or

actthe MIRROR. Editor
one ai (740) 857-1311, by fax at (740) 857-1577 or by
 rosedalebible@juno.com.

Blumni News Form

Send us YOUr NEWS—the birth of a future alumnus, 2 career change,
marriage, notable accomplishments or service assignimente.

Narre Year(s) attended RBI
Address Phone #

City State Zip

e-mail

New Address? (if eo, please list old address here)

News

D | am enclosing a contribution to RBI in the amount of $




 Refleetions

Tbhey Prayed

by Leon Zimmerman, President

When | was a young boy, a severe split took place with-
in the Mennonite churches in my home area of Eastern
Pennsylvania. Although 1 was tco young fo remember the
resulting fensions and broken relationships, | do
recall that one church lost most of the young men
who were then in their late feens, a group of about
ten. They were about eight years older than |, and |
knew most of them.

About fifteen years after the split | had a conversation
with Elmer Ebersole, a pastor af that church during the
split. He shared with me how much pain he still felt
regarding the split. especially how it had affected
those young men, none of whom were serving the
Lord at that point. Eimer confided in me that he had made @
commitment during the days of the split fo pray every day for

those young men by name, a commitment he had kept. |
was awed by my brother’s commifrent fo prayer.

Last summer while on vacation in Belleville, Pennsylvania,
my family attended Maple Grove Menncnite Church. As we
arrived the service was getting under way, and | opened
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the bulletin to find that Erle Renno was scheduled to preach
that morning. | had never had the opportunity to get to
know Erie well and do not recall hearing him preach before.
When the service was over we made our way to the back
door where | greeted Erie, told him who | was and thanked
him for his inspirng message. His response: “You are Leon
Zimmerman. | prayed for you this moming.” He went on fo
explain that he follows the RBI Daily Prayer Guide and that
my name was on the schedule that day. | was asfonished—
this near sfranger had prayed for me that very morning!

These are just two examples of godly men who prayed,
They fock seriously God's invitation to interact with Him and
“sought first the Kingdom” with constant, fervent prayer.

RBI needs and covets your prayers. There is no greater
service you can do for this school than to pray. If you would
like to receive RBI's Daily Prayer Guide (printed annually) or
find out how you can become an Infercessor and receive
our monthly Intercessors” Bulletin, please contact us.

May we all follow in the steps of Elmer and Erie, men who
prayed.
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