Emergency Guide to MLA 8
MLA 8 is much simpler than its predecessors. It has little information on page layout, margins, fonts,
headings, etc. Those are the easy part, and they are addressed in our RBC documents.
What follows is the critical part. Don’t get lost in details.
2 essentials:
1. A works cited page.
2. In-text citation.
2 Goals:
1. Attribution— to cite authority, give credit, and eliminate plagiarism.
2. Documentation—to allow your reader to find your sources.
WORK CITED PAGE:
Core elements in order. You may not have all of this information. Each element followed by the
punctuation indicated below.











Author .
Title of Source.
Title of Container,
 What is this? It may be a book that is a collection of essays, stories, etc., a
periodical with articles. A television series, a Web site.
Other contributors,
Version,
Number,
Publisher,
Publication date,
Location.
 What is this? Print sources it is the page number(s); online sources it is the URL.

Examples:
Keil, C. F. “The Prophecies of Jeremiah.” Commentaries on the Old Testament, translated by David
Patrick, vol. 1, Eerdmans, 1956. p. 119.
Augustine. “The Nephilim Are a Race of Giants.” Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Old
Testament 1 Genesis 1-11, edited by Andrew Louth, InterVarsity, 2001. p. 125.
“Hasidic Movement: a history.” My Jewish Learning, https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hasidicmovement-a-history/

Dilbeck, D.H. “The Radical Faith of Frederick Douglass.” Christianity Today. Vol. 62, no. 1, January
/February 2018, pp. 46-50.
IN-TEXT CITATION:
“PUQ is a pigment for the eye, prepared from silver-glance, sulfur-antimony--the Cohol, yet much
esteemed by Arab women, a black powder with a metallic glitter” (Keil 117-119).
“They served a divine purpose in that they reveal to anyone who is wise that mere bodily magnitude and
might have no more value that bodily beauty” (Augustine 125-126).
“Though black outerwear and white shirts are standard for men and long-sleeved and high-necked
clothing are typical for women, several groups have subtly distinct clothing for men identifying them as
members of a particular Hasidic sect” (Hasidic).
“He had good reason, then, in 1889 to mourn how the ‘malignant prejudice of race’ still ‘poisoned the
fountains of justice, and defiled the altars of religion’ in America” (Dilbeck 50).
For special instructions about punctuation like quotation marks, see MLA pages 87-90.
For block quotations (4 lines or more) see page 55.
The author’s name may appear in the text of your paper.
Keil describes the eye paint referred to in Jeremiah 4.30, “PUQ is a pigment for the eye, prepared from
silver-glance, sulfur-antimony--the Cohol, yet much esteemed by Arab women, a black powder with a
metallic glitter.” (119)
Although Douglass was undoubtedly happy with the 13th amendment, as Dilbeck put it, “He had good
reason, then, in 1889 to mourn how the ‘malignant prejudice of race’ still ‘poisoned the fountains of
justice, and defiled the altars of religion’ in America.” (50)
Ohio Web Library will give you citations—look for the icon in the faceted “Tools” links to the right side
of the page of an article you have cited. You will need to scroll to the MLA format, but then can easily
copy the citation. You might need to edit it for you paper’s Works Cited page.
Pre-edit:
MLA
(Modern Language Assoc.)
Works Cited
Chan, Esther and Elaine Howard Ecklund. "Narrating and Navigating Authorities: Evangelical and
Mainline Protestant Interpretations of the Bible and Science." Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion,
vol. 55, no. 1, Mar. 2016, pp. 54-69. EBSCOhost, doi:10.1111/jssr.12245.

Post-edit: (Copy the relevant portion, create a hanging indent.)
Chan, Esther and Elaine Howard Ecklund. "Narrating and Navigating Authorities: Evangelical and
Mainline Protestant Interpretations of the Bible and Science." Journal for the Scientific Study of
Religion, vol. 55, no. 1, Mar. 2016, pp. 54-69. EBSCOhost, doi:10.1111/jssr.12245.

