SHUNNING BABYLON.

We further teach and admonish from the | and who are able to judge between true and
word of God, that all true children of God, false doctrines, between Christ and anti-
who are regenerated from the incorruptible | christ, must shun, according to Scripture,
living seed of the divine word, who have all seducing and idolatrous preachers with
separated themselves, according to the | their doctrines, sacraments and worship.
Seriptures, from the idolatrous generation, | They must avoid all, of every doctrine,
and yielded to the yoke and cross of Christ, | faith, sect, creed and name, who are not
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found in the pure doctrine of Christ, and in
the scriptural usage of his sacraments, be-
cause they have meither calling, doctrine,
nor life, according to the word of God, but
are sent by anti-christ, and ordained in his
employment and service. And

Because they not only fail to observe and
acknowledge the pure doctrine of Christ,
and the established usages of the apostolic
church, in relation to the holy sacraments,
but because they also have changed them
into vain confusion, abominable and open
idolatry, as has been stated.

Because they have deceitfully mingled the
light froth of man’s doctrine, with the fair,
precious gold of the divine word; and the
pure wine, with the unclean waters of their
foolish wisdom.

Because they soshamefully censure, abuse,
assail, and would willingly root out and burn
the city of God, the city of righteousness
and eternal peace; the lovely Jerusalem
with its sacred temple, the house of prayer,
and rule therein with their spiritual money-
changers, Pharisaic commands, and en-
chanting traffic.

Because like Belshazzar, they, in their
Babylonian idolatries and drunkenness, s0
miserably misuse and degrade the precious
vessels and utensils of the Lord, the pre-
cious souls whom he has consecrated with
his crimson blood, and by whom the true
service of the Lord should be performed,
Rev. 1: 5; Dan. 5: 3.

Because like Herod, they mock Christ,
the eternal Wisdom of God, as a fool ar-

rayed in a fool’s garment; and his holy
apostles, the witnesses of his eternal truth,
they regard as useless talkers and liars,
and thrust them out with scorn.

In short, they preach and lay before the
poor people, lies for truth; darkness for
light; death for life, and anti-christ for
Christ.

Therefore it is unfit that the bride of
Christ, who stands prepared to hear only
the bridegroom’s voice, the dear children of
God who have their feet washed and their
garments cleansed in the blood of the Lamb,
John 3: 293 who are established upon the
immoveable foundations of the apostles and
prophets, upon the precious corner stone,
Christ Jesus, should again hear the strange
voice and doctrines of anti-christ, again de-

file their garments, and in faith, doctrines,
worship, and life accord with anti-christ.
They who do so, if they repent not, are con-
demned by the Scriptures and adjudged to
death. R

This we teach according to our limited
talents, with all earnestness, as much as in
us is, not out of contempt, as the Lord
knows, nor yet out of obstinancy, caprice,
or party stubbornness, as the world as-
cribes to us. Oh no! God preserve all his
own from party spirit. But we so preach
out of the true fear of the Lord and the
great distress and burden of our con-
sciences. God’s pressing word, and love for
your poor souls, urge us, as may, through
the grace of God, be seen with more clear-
ness hereafter.

SENDING PREACHERS.

According to the Scriptures, the callingand
sending of true preachers were performed
in two ways; some were called by God
alone, without any human instrumentality,
as was the case with the prophets and apos-
tles. Others were called through the medi-
um of the pious, as may be seen from Acts
1:23—96; 1 Tim. 3: 7. We hope no onewill

be so ignorant, who is otherwise of a candid

and rational mind, but that he will know

' that the whole Scriptures, both of the Old
' and New Testaments, were written for our
' instruction, admonition and correction; and
'that they are the true sceptre and rule by
' which the Lord’s kingdom, house, church
'l and congregation must be governed and ad-
justed, 2 Cor. 3: 16. Every thing contrary
to Scripture, whether it be in doctrines, faith,
sacraments, worship or conduct, should be
measured by this infallible rule, and de-
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molished by this just and divine sceptre,.
without any respect to persons, and brought
to nothing. Therefore would we, your will-
ing servants and associates, of like mortal
nature with you, each one in the office and |
station to which he is called, humbly ad-
monish you, in all love, that you would re-
flect on the salvation of your immortal souls,
and would rightly examine the sending or
calling, the doctrine and conduct of the
pishops, pastors and preachers of your
churches. Examine them by the aid of the
spirit of the Lord, and by the doctrines and
customs of the apostles, because you have
persecuted and destroyed so many pious,
godly christians, by the idols’ houses of the
ungodly, which are supported by the bloody
havoe-cries of the learned. Yea, we doubt
not, but that if you follow our advice with a
sincere heart, you will soon perceive, that
we, miserable men, do nothing more in this
matter, than the word of God teaches and |
enjoins; and that your preachers are not
the servants of Christ, but hirelings, hypo-
crites, deceivers and mockers, concerning
whom the Scriptures warn us, on every side,
and represent them under many evil names,
John 10: 12; Matt. 3: 4.

Candid reader! let this be to you a true
and unwavering rule, that all who rightly
preach Christ and his word, and thereby
bring forth obedient children to the Lord,
must have been called through one of the
aforementioned means. They must have
been brought into the vineyard of the Lord,
through the true and unfeigned love of God
and man, through the power of the Holy |
Ghost. They must improve the talent of
arace which they have received from God,
they must rebuke sin, and teach faith and |

which the Lord had written with his own
finger. He cared neither for life nor death,
but rushed forth among the idolatrous peo-
ple, and rebuked them by his word and by
the sword, because they gave to a molten
creature the honor of Almighty God, who
with such love gloriously effected their de-
liverance from Egypt, Exod. 32: 7.

When Zacharias, the son of Barachias, a
man full of the Holy Ghost, saw the false
worship of the people, he hazarded his life,
and stood forth for the honor of the Lord.
He rebuked his brethren, erring Israel, and
said, “Why transgress ye the command-
ments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper?”
2 Chron. 24: 20.

Also the worthy prophet Jeremiah was
burdened with much suffering and cares.

He was much troubled on account of his

faithful services, and had determined in his
heart to prophesy no more in the name of
the Lord; but when he saw that the people
were ungodly and mneither acted nor spoke
aright, he said, “God’s word was in my
heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones,
and I was weary with forbearing and I
could not stay,” Jer. 20: 9.

Again, also holy Paul says, *“\Wo is unto
me, if I preach not the gospel! Forif I do
this thing willingly, I have a reward; butif
against my will, a dispensation of the gospel
is committed unto me,” 1 Cor. 9: 16.

Behold, my good reader, all who by such
a power are touched in their hearts, who are
moved by the Holy Ghost, who are pressed
by love to God and man, and urged by the
Lord himself, or by his spotless christian
church; or are called to the service of the
Lord by an unblamable, truly believing,
christian church, to rightly teach in the

righteousness, without any respect of per- | house of God; that is, the church of Jesus
son, they must set forth the word and praise | Christ, with sound doctrine, and by a pious
of the Lord ; they must faithfully perform andunblamable conduct, admonish, rebuke,
the work and service of the Lord and bring reprove and comfort them in paternal love;
the gathered sheaves into his barn and the ' to set forth and administer the Lord’s holy
acquired wealth into his treasury. -Such a : baptism and Supper, in a right manner: to
shepherd was the faithful Moses; for when | repel diligently, with God's word, all delud-
the Lord informed him that Israel had made ing and false teachers: and to exclude all
a molten calf, he hastened from the mount- | evil members from the communion of the
ain, and when he heard the tumult and godly, &e. To such, the word of Christ is,
saw the multitude playing, and dancing, a ' As my Father hath sent me, even so send I
provoked zeal burned in his heart, so that you; without such a sending, no one can
he cast down and brake the stone tables | ever rightly preach the gospel, as Paul says,
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«How shall they preach except they be | eloquent and esteemed as great and excel-
cent?” lent men. But all that they attempt is lost
Yes, it was with this sending and calling | labor. They will rise too early, or go out
that all the prophets, apostles and servants too late, their calling is powerless, their
of God came forth. They assumed not the | service is vain, their labor without fruit,
honor to themselves, as do the preachers  yea, it is nothing but sowing by the way,
of this world; but like Aaron, they were and beating against the wind; for no one
called by God, or, as has been said, by the | can serve in this high and holy office, con-
spotless church. They were brought by the | formably to God’s will, except those whom
spirit of God, with pious hearts, into his | the Lord of the vineyard has made worthy
service; they had always esteemed them- | and fit, by the spirit of his grace.
selves unfit to serve the people of God, or| Since then, this sending is the true send-
stand forth in such a high and responsible ! ing and calling, which is taught in the Serip-
station. ]tures, as has been observed, we faithfully
When Moses was called of the Lord, that | counsel the reader, that in the pure fear of
he might lead out the people, he refused ' God, he would mark what kind of people
from his heart, he excused himself and de-  their teachers are; of whom, in what way,
clined, because he was of a slow tongue; he | and to what they are called. For it is mani-
desired not the office to which the Lord had | fest that some of them are useless, haughty,
chosen him, yea, he resisted so long that | lustful men; some are avaricious, usurers,
the Lord was angry, Exod. 4: 10—15. liars, deceivers, others again are drunkards,
Tsaiah was confounded because he was to | gamblers, licentious, open seducers, idola-
preach the word of the Lord. He lamented | ters,&e., concerning whom it stands written,
. that he was of unclean lips till the angel | If they repent not, they shall not inherit the
purged them with a coal from off the holy | kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6: 9,10. Some also,
altar, Isa. 6: 0. ‘are idle profligates, young and haughty,
Jeremiah was called and prepared from wholly unlearned in the Seriptures ; and
his birth of God, to be a prophet; he said, | were anointed and shaven by anti-christ,
Ah Lord God! I am not fit to preach, for I when they obtain a little knowledge of the
am but a child, Jer. 1: 6. " | Latin tongue, like as if the qualifications
Peter was asked by the Lord three times, | for the ministry and for the care of our souls,
if he loved him, before he gave him charge | were not to be founded upon godliness and
of his sheep, John 21: 15. | the gifts of grace, but upon langnage; Oh
Paul was called from heaven, and ap- | no, my reader, no, their foundation must be
pointed by the Lord himself in the service | sought for more deeply.
of the Gospel; for the Lord chose him as | Besides this, those so chosen, desire noth-
snitable for the ministry, Acts 9: 3. | ing but a sensual, corrupt, carnal life, dis-
Matthias was chosen through the zealous | honest, filthy lucre and benefices, which
prayers of the church, and the lots of the  heretofore anti-christ and his servants have
apostles, to be an a,postle in the ]')121.(?!3 of | collected toget.her and mu]tipljed by means
Judas, Acts 1: 26. ' of sorcery, theft and robbery.*
All who are not sent of God, nor by an| They are only called by carnal love, favor
unblamable christian church, conformably | and faction; one has a son, another a broth-

to the regulations of Christ and the apostles | er, a third a favored friend, a fourth is made
are not called, as above said. Such arenot | \illing by money and gifts.

called by the Holy Ghost; by the pure, un- | qpey are also with a similar spirit .
feigned love of God and their brethren; and  stalled and established in their office ; to
:‘Ilth a correct knowledge and zeal for the (it \ith eating, drinking, gormandizing
... w . e 5 3 | ] > 0 = 4 o2
t:vme word; but ﬂ}ey entr:% upon 1‘:} with a . and luxury; with pompous greet.]]*lg’ choir
emporal, sensual life, seeking man’s fayor, letters, appellations, presentations, invest-

Praise, money and profit. They will never | jtyres, and such like anti-christian titles
gather fruit in the vineyard of the Lord, | X ) B

though they may be learned in language, | *That is what the priests seck.
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But by whom are they thus called? By the
church? No. Christ’s church knows no such
callings, customs, practices and teachers,
but they are called by the assemblies of the
impenitent, the haughty, avaricious, forni-
cators, gamblers, drunkards and idolaters,
who neither know God nor his word, but
who abuse, persecute and hate all christian
truth, and walk after the lusts of the flesh.®

Again, to what are they called? That they
may preach the pure word of God? That
they may go before the poor people, with
doctrines and conduct consistent with the
commands of Sceripture? O no; but that they
may teach the doctrines and commandments
of men; that they may withstand the holy
truth, and betray the pious and godly, who
refrain from the broadway, into the hands
of the blood-thirsty; and in this manner as-
siduously serve and support the dominion
of hell.

My beloved reader, why shall I complain
so much; it is yet much worse than I can
write. One blind man calls another; one
idolater another; one ungodly man, anoth-
er. It is, as the prophet said, deceivers,
liars, drunkards, and gluttons are good
prophets for this people, Mich. 2: 11.

O sensual preachers! Youwho with Korah,
Dathan and Abiram ran uncalled, particu-
larly you who know that your calling and

conduct are not of the word and Spirit of
God, judge your hearts by the word of the
Lord, fear his rigid punishment and severe |
sentence, and reflect how the aforementioned |
persons, for the same reason, were fearfully
destroyed by the Lord before all Israel,
Num. 16: 32.

It suits perverted fleshly ease to live in
voluptuousness here npon earth, with fat-
tened bodies, with gloves on the hands, with
ostentatious show, to be greeted by men as
doctor, lord and master. But when the mes-
senger of death shall knock at the door of
your souls and say, “give an account,” you |
will no longer remain as stewards and hire- !
lings; then you must appear before the |
throne of the eternal Majesty, and the poor
miserable souls which you have led out of |
the true way of Christ, with your lying
mouths, your unbelieving, blind hearts, sen- |

* Observe by whom the priests are chosen. |

sual, corrupt bodies, false and deceiving
doctrine, idolatries, sorceries, and ungodly
wanton lives. O where will you conceal
yourselves from the wrath of God? Then
shall you ery, O ye mountains fall upon us,
and ye hills cover us, Rev. 6: 16. O then
you will know what kind of calling yon had;
what kind of life you led, that you served no
other God than your belly, the devil, and
your selfish evil flesh, that you came un-
called, that you have sought nothing but
the milk, wool and flesh of the sheep, and
that one blind man has led another, till
both have fallen into the abyss of the eter-
nal wrath of Almighty God, and the tor-
ments of hell.

O precious souls awake and fear God, for
the hour draws near that your momentary
laugh will be changed into an everlasting
weeping; these short lived joys to eternal
pain, and this easy, carnal life to death and
endless wo. Jude says, “Wo unto them!
for they have gone in the way of Cain, and
ran greedily after the error of Balaam for
reward, and perished in the gainsaying of
Core.” Again, to them “is reserved the
blackness of darkness for ever,” Jude 1:
11, 13.

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and breth-
ren, we openly declare that the sending and

calling of your preachers are neither of God

nor his word, but are from anti-christ, the
dragon and the beast; that they are not
called to preach the word of the Lord, by
the Spirit of God, and the church, but they

| are called and urged by their lusts with the

priests of Jeroboam, to worship the golden
calf, 2 Chron. 13: 8, 9. They enter not in by
the right door, therefore, the Scriptures testi-
fy that they are thieves and robbers, John
10: 8.

Since then, we have been saved out of the
mouths of the lions and bears of the pit,
and out of the snares of concealed thieves
and robbers, through the great Shepherd of
the sheep, the High Priest of our souls,
Christ Jesus, and are now upon the chosen
and fruitful mountain of Israel, and the
green luxuriant pastures of the holy word
(the Lord be eternally thanked), our hun-
gering consciences have been fed with the
food of eternal life, it must ever be a con-
demnable folly to forsake such a true shep-
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herd, and such precious pastures, and again
enter upon the barren and waste deserts,
under the false shepherd who does nothing
else but rob and deprive God of his glory,
and ruin and murder our poor miserable
souls, John 10: 10.

This T have said particularly in relation

to the Popish priests. What the calling and
sending of the Lutherans and Zuinglians is,
by what spirit they are moved, what they
seek, and what fruits of repentance they
show by their doctrines and sacraments, we
willingly leave all the godly to judge.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE PREACHERS.

As I have presented to the reader, the first
part in relation to the sending and calling
of a true preacher, according to the word of
God, I will now, through the grace of God,
present in like manner the second part, re-
lating to the doctrine; for there is but little
difference between their calling and their
doctrine, as the calling is, even so, most
commonly, is the doctrine.

Where the spirit of God urges or moves
to preach, there will the word be incorrupt-
ibly taught in the power of God; and up-
right children of the spirit will thereby be
born. But where flesh and blood calls, there
will a carnal doctrine be tanght and cainal
disciples will be made, for that like pro-
duces like is incontrovertible. I deem itun-
necessary here to prove this with much
seripture, for their actions bear testimony.

The Scriptures plainly show how a preach-
er rightly called by the word of God is to
rightly teach that word without perverting
glosses, without any mingling of leaven; as
Peter says, “If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God,” 1 Peter 4: 11.
They are the children of the Holy Ghost
who speak the word of the Spirit, as Christ
said, “It is not ye that spealk, but the Spirit
of vour Father which speaketh in you,”
Matt. 10: 20. “For he whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God,” John 3:34. To
preach the word salutarily and unblamably,
is one of the highest and greatest commands

enjoined by Christ. He gaid, “Go ye in all|
the world, and preach the gospel to every

creature,” Mark 16: 15.

The Gospel, the word of God, preached |

only right, true seed from which are born
the truly believing and obedient children of
God. If the church of Christ brings forth
children from the doctrine of man, and not
from God's word, she is not faithful unto
Christ, and her children are not of his seed.

Therefore may nothing else be preached
in Christ’s kingdom and house, the church,
except her King and husband’s own com-
mands and words, according to which she
and all her servants must conform.

This command and word (I say), Christ
commanded all true messengers and preach-
ers to observe, as he spoke; Preach the
gospel. He does not say, preach the doc-
trines and commands of man; preach coun-
cils and customs; preach glossy ordinances
and opinions of the learned, but he says.
“Preach the gospel,” and ‘“teach them to
observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you,” Matt. 28: 20.

My faithful reader, observe that all the
true servants of God, both of the Old and
New Testaments, tanght nothing but God’s
word, as may be seen and read in many
places in the Seriptures.

Moses was found faithful of God in all his
house. He regulated and taught nothing
which God had not before commanded him,
Num. 12: 7; Heb, 8: 2.

Tsaiah, and all of the other prophets, testi-
fied in many places what kind of doctrine
they taught, and from whom they had re-
ceived it; and said, Thus saith the Lord
yvour God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt: thus spake the Lord of Hosts,
Again the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.

unmingled, in the power of the spirit, is the | panl dare not speak of any thing which

8



b8

THE DOCTRINE OF. THE PREACHERS.

Christ had not wrought through him, Rom.
15: 18. Yea, Christ himself did not teach
his word, but the word of his father, he
said, My doctrine is not mine, but is of him
who sent me, “All things that T have heard
of my Father, I have made known unto
you,” John 7: 16; 15: 156. Since then the
true messengers of God, taught nothing but
the word of the Lord, which is the only doc-
trine from which our souls can obtain eter-
nal life, as the Lord said, Deut. 8: 3. So it
is easily here to mark and judge what kind
of teachers they are who direct the poor un
cultivated people to legends, histories, fa-
bles, holydays, images, holy water, tapers,
palms, confessions, pilgrimages, masses,

matins and vespers; who teach of purgato-

vy, vigils, times, bulls, offerings, and satis-
faction for souls and sins, who also make a
piece of bread and a drink of wine, to be
the essential body and blood of Christ; who

teach and say that when they have but spo- |

ken these words, Hoc est corpus mewm (this

is my body), the Lord, willing or not will-|
ing, must descend unto their idolatrous

hands, even though the Heavens should
rend assunder, and the earth crumble down,
O blasphemy!

O dear Lord! my heart trembles in my

body, that I must relate and mention such |

terrible abominations. But because the
simple plain people, who do mnot guard
themselves against such seducers; who, con-

men, as profaners of the holy Sacrament,
and they must suffer and be banished, as
degraded and accursed heretics.

O blind leader! you, who during your
life have not rightly understood one sentence
of the word of the Lord, nor have received
one ray from his spirit, but have trodden
the kingdom of God with your feet, and
have thrust it from you with your horns,
Ezek. 34: 21. How truly are you associates
of those of whom it stands written, that they
say, ‘“We have made a covenant with death,
and with hell are we at agreement; when the
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it
shall not come unto us; for we have made
‘lies our refuge, and under falsehood have
we hid ourselves,” Isa. 28: 15; again, “Wo
unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and light
for darkness,” Isa. 5: 20. “Wo unto you,
for ye shut up the kingdom of Heaven
against men,” said Christ, Matt. 23: 13, and
make the poor souls err from the way. Yet
again, Wo unto you!

However, I am not much astonished that
- such persons teach such shameful doctrine,
'since they have neither known Christ nor
' his word, but they hold and teach all things
as they were taught from youth up, out of
 the old usages, and the papistical laws. But
 that which grieves me most, is, that those
' also who now are aware in part of the hid-
' den whoredom of the Babylonian woman,

scientiously, are bonnd hand and foot, and ' and have put from them some of her abomi-
are blindly rushed into eternal death, and | nations, yet cling to human sophistry, so
the abyss of hell, by these useless men, | that they can neither be moved nor tanght,
therefore I cannot remain silent, but must | with the powerful word of God, with the
disclose this, through undissembled love |unblamable lives, the candid professions,
to God and your souls. Who knows but|or the innocent blood of so many godly
God may give grace that you may be pre- | saints. Nevertheless, some of you, have, at
vailed upon to hear, your eyes opened to | times, to yield to the truth with stopped
see, and your hearts to understand, that mouths and subdued hearts, but still ye
you may be freed from the snares of the cease not to upbraid, defame, and belie,
devil, whereby you are taken. ' with envious tongues and slanderous lips,

Yes, my dear reader, they have made the bright, clear truth of Christ, and the
lords, princes, and the world drunk by their pious children of God, before your carnal,
cup, Rev. 17: 2, and have completely be- blind churches which are of like calling
witched them, so that all who turn from | with yourselves. This also your writers do
their shame, and would not pervert the as may be seen and heard every where. Be-
honor of their Savior, by a piece of bread, ' sides, I fear that they are not less guilty
all who shun false teachers, and desire the ' than the papists in moving the lords, prin-
salutary administration of the Lord’s Sup- ces and ruling powers, by commissions,
per, as above said, will be npbraided by all | complaints, revilings, outeries, and writ-
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ings, to persecute the Lamb of God, and
his chosen, Rev. 17: 6; and to cause an up-
roar, when their deceiving leaven, particu-
larly the calf worship of their infant bap-
tism, and their unfounded supper, is reject-
ed. Let each one behold for himself and
learn to know them rightly. I know of a
truth that they are without the Spirit, the

sending, or the word of Christ; for I am

gensible how malicious they generally are
toward those who are rightly led, who fear
the Lord with all their heart and who would
gladly become christians. In their doctrines |
and deeds they seek, not less than the pa-|

pists, friendship of man, honor, pomp,-—

bounties, fine houses, and an easy licen-
tious life.

O my beloved reader, these are not theg

teachers who lead many to righteousness,

and who shall shine, as the light of heaven |

and as the stars, now and in eternity, Dan.

12: 13. For I know not where a single con- |
gregation shall be found which they have
led with their doctrines and conduct to re- |

penting lives, and to the worship of God.
Their great clamor is against the pope and
his L&ldlﬂ&ls bishops, priests and monks.

Moreover, all those who gladly seek the '_
best for their poor souls, must be upbraided
sacraments, |

by them, as profaners of the s
Lumbaptlsts, fanatics, and heretics, who

through the word of God, reprove their de-
sacraments, |

ceiving doctrines,

and idle lives.
Yea, when they can find but one (though

cut off), who was before united with the

idolatrous

people of God, but who has now fallen into |
some vice, they judge and sentence all the
say they, what

cgodly by this one; Behold!
manner of people they are. They seek noth-
ing so much as to find cause of censure:
therefore, they look upon Judas, but not
upon Peter, Andrew and John; they do
not regard what manner of people they are
‘{hnmselves, nor what kind of disciples they
1ave.

Besides. it is nothing but the grace, favor, |

merey, and the love of God, that they teach
and preach to their covetous, proud, gor-
geous, impure, drunken, and impenitent
church, not observing that such as they are,
c'mnot inherit the kmﬂdom of God, as the
whole Seriptures testlfy, they also strength-

en the hands of the wicked, so that no one
repents of his wickedness, as the prophet
lamented.

O ye useless unprofitable teachers, who
are believed to bear thre vessels of the Lord,
these my words are to you! Why do youn
declaim so much of faith and love, whose
| fruit you so greatly hate and dislike? If
you have the fear and unfeigned love of
God, let them appear and be made mani-
fest through your words. Say, beloved
- preachers! Where is your christian humil-
1ty, your godly, christian zeal, pleasure,
' peace and j Joy in Christ Jesus?

Where is your mercy which you shew?
| where are the naked whom you have cloth-
| ed, the hungry whom you have fed, and the
needy whom you have entertained? Matt.
125: 41—43. Where are the lost whom you
have again sought, the wounded whom you
‘have bound up, and the sick whom you
have healed? Ezek. 34: 4. Where is your
unblamable, pious life which is from God?
That which you preach, perform and do,
is for the most part idle hypocrisy.

Some of you approve in some degree, of a
' pious, christian life, preach also much of
Christ, of his merits, spirit and grace, and
are yourselves, manifestly those who lead a
gross, carnal life, who crucify Christ anew,
grieve his spirit, and despise his grace, as
may be seen.

O preachers, preachers! how aptly has
‘the Holy Ghost likened you to dry wells
~and empty clouds from which no water can
be obtained, and to unfruitful trees from
which no fruit can be taken, 2 Pet. 2: 17;
Jude 1: 12. I know not to what you may
be more suitably compared, than to a wom-
an who lives in all manner of shame and
wantonness, and yet talks much about mod-
esty, decency and virtue: Should not her
words be regarded as mockery? Might it
'not be said, why do you talk of modesty

and chastity, since you are full of all man-
‘ner of immodesty and shame?

We are well aware that you have demol-
ished some of the little idols of Babylon,
'such as the Roman ablution, the invocation
of departed saints, vile purification, ab-
staining from meats, and the like self-right-
eousness, idolatry, a.nd other superstitions,
but, alas, the horrible blasphemy and abom-
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inations are still retained; such as accursed
unbelief, obstinacy, earthly-mindedness, un-
scriptural infant baptism, the idolatrous
supper, and the impenitent, old life which
is of the flesh.

Therefore, we testify with the truth and
declare that you are not ambassadors of
God nor teachers of Christ. For it is plain
that you reject the word and ordinances of
the Lord, and run of yourselves, Jer. 3: 6,
and have pastured yourselves under the
name and appearance of the evangelical
shepherds of the Lord, and have led to
destruction so many hundreds of thousands
of souls, throngh your wanton doctrine, idol-
atrous sacraments, and carnal lives.

But the teachers who are sent of God, and
who have been rightly called, teach the word

of God in purity, abide in its holy ordinan- | _
| Christ, ““Let them alone; they be blind lead-

ces, and live (after their weakness) unblam-
ably, for they are born of God, and are
taught and moved by his Holy Spirit, they
seek neither gold, nor possessions, neither
an easy life nor earthly applause, they wait
upon their enjoined duties with all earnest-
ness, they fear God from the heart, seek
their neighbor with fidelity’; they are armed
with the weapons of righteousness, on the
right hand and on the left, Rom. 6: 7. They
deal without respect to persons. The pow-
erful, sharp sword of the divine word, cuts
out of their mouth; it is a shining lantern

in their hands; they are taught in right-|
eousness, are full of all spiritnal wisdom;
they divide the good from the evil; the holy |
from the unholy, and the clean from the un-
clean. In short, they shine in doctrine and
conduct, even as from the beginning till the |
been written and re-

present time, it has
marked of all true prophets, apostles and
servants of God.

O dear Lord, how lovely are those pas-
tors and teachers who seek nothing else but
the extension of the kingdom of God; who
rightly preach the word of repentance and
erace, that they may win many souls: and
for this end, they expose their reputation,
houses, property, persons and lives.

These are they, who, with Christ, the
chief shepherd, gather together and feed his
lambs; but the others are those who scatter
and destroy them. They are prophets, but
not of God; they preach, but not out of the

Lord’s mouth. They strengthen the hands
of the ungodly. They destroy the souls who
should have eternal life, and encourage those
who must forever die; and this they do for
handfuls of barley and pieces of bread.
They preach to the.people peace when there
is no peace. Therefore, shall they stand in
shame, who follow such abominations, al-
though they yet are not ashamed and yet
forbear to blush, Ezek. 13: 16. ”
Behold, dear reader, since they so shame-
fully deprive Christ of his honor and gain,
and scatter his sheep, and, with the sword
| of their deceiving doctrines, destroy the poor
 souls who are so greatly loved by the Lord,
' for whom he so earnestly seeks, and whom
' he so dearly purchased. Since they so en-
| viously war against the word and ordinan-
ces of the Lord, we say and teach with

ers of the blind.” Guard yourselves against
' such false prophets; for though they come
| in the appearance of sheep, they are never-
theless, inwardly ravening wolves. They
are the strangers whose voice Christ’s sheep
' know not. They are those of whom Paul
| warns us and says, “Now I beseech you,
 brethren, mark them which cause divisions
'and offences contrary to the doctrine which
| you have learned; and avoid them; for they
'that ave such serve not our Lord Jesus
' Christ, but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple,” Rom. 16: 17, 18.

Again, John says, ‘'Whosoever trans-
oresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. If there come any
unto you, and bring not this doctrine, re-
ceive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed, for he that biddeth him God
speed, is partaker of his evil deeds,”2 John
1: 9, 10,11.

The word of God, abundantly exhorts us
that we should leave such and beware of
them; shun their voice and retreat from
them, and not take them into our honses,
as has been said. If we are Christ’s sheep
and the children of the Holy Spirit: so must
we even hear Christ’s voice, and follow after
and obey the monitions of the Holy Ghost.
Reflect how sincerely holy Paul admonished

Le Philippians, that they should gnard
against strife, evil doers, and the concision.
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He taught the true servants of God that they | proves them. How much more earnestly it
should shun those, who failed no further (as | becomes us to beware of them, who deceive
it appears) than that they out of zeal, with- | the whole world, who upbraid and persecute
out knowledge, held fast to the circumcision the godly, and crucify all truth, against all
which they had received from their fathers, | false teachers and blasphemers of God, who
and would not admit that it should be abol- [ urge, institute and practice all manner of
ished throngh Christ, for this he sharply re- | idolatrous and abominable doctrine.

[IE CONDUCT OF PREACHERS

As you have just heard the ground of the | then must be blameless, the husband of one
_ calling and doctrines of the preachers, we  wife vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given
will proceed, and through the grace of God | to hospitality, apt to teach; not given to
point out by the Scriptures how the frue wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre;
apostles, bishops, teachers and pastors, in ', but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; one
the church of Christ, should conduct them- ' that ruleth well his own house, having his
selves in their deportment and lives ; it.is | children in subjection with all gravity; for
not enough that a man appears to speak | if a man know not how to rule his own
much of the word of the Lord, but what he | house, how shall he take care of the church
says must also be maintained by a devout ' of God? Not a novice, lest being lifted up
and unblamable conduct, as the Scriptures - with pride, he fall into the condemnation of
teach. ' the devil. Moreover, he must have a good
Thus says Paul, “But I keep under my | report of them which are without; lest he
body, and bring it into subjection; lest that | fall into reproach and the snare of the
by any means, when I have preached to | devil, he must be sober, just, holy, tem-
others, T myself should be a cast-away,” 1 | perate; holding fast the faithful word, as
Cor. 9: 27. If it becomes the hearers and | he hath been taught, that he may be able
disciples to lead an unblamable life, how | by sound doctrine, both to exhort and to
much more does it become teachers, because | convince the gainsayers; even soO must their
they rule the hearers and are their over-| wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faith-
seers; as Paul says, “ Remember them which | ful in all things,” 1 Tim. 3: 1—113 Titus
have the rule over you, who have spoken 1: 8, 9.
unto you the word of God; whose faith fol-| Behold dear reader, it is requisite that
low, considering the end of their conversa-  every preacher and teacher, who would
tion,” Heb. 13: 7. ' yightly govern and rule in the church of
He also admonishes Timothy thereto, and ' God, be thus qualified; for if any one were
says, “Let no man despise thy youth; but \ to reprove and teach others, and is himself
be thou an example of the believers, in not blameless and is ignorant; he will just-
word,-in conversation, in charity, in spirit, ly have to hear; Why do you teach others
in faith, in purity,” 1 Tim. 4: 12. In alljand teach not yourself first! Thou teachest
things shewing thyself a pattern of good o man should not steal, and thoun dost steal.
works: in doctrine, shewing uncorruptness, | Thou sayest a man should not commit adul-
aravity, sincerity, &e., Tit. 2: ~  Tor it is ' tery, and thou dost. Thou adhorrest idols,
undoubtedly proper, if any one teaches and | yet thoun committest sacrilege. Thou boast-
reproves others, that he first himself be | st of the law of God; and dishonorest God
rightly taught and unblamable, as Paul | by breaking the law, Rom. 2: 21—23.
te.aches, “Tf a man desire the office of a All those thiis called, who are in doctrine
bishop he desireth a good work. A bishop i sound, and unblamable in life, may teach,
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exhort, reprove, root up, and build in the
name of the Lord; their labors will not
be fruitless, as may be seen, in the case of
Moses, Samuel, Elias, Elisha, Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Peter, Paul, John, and with all the
true prophets, apostles and servants of God,
who preached the word unblamably in the
power of the Spirit.

Their doctrine cuts like a sharp edged
sword, for it has power, it is fruitfal, has
spirit and energy, as the prophet says, “As
the rain cometh down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither, but water-
eth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater, so shall my word be, that
goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not
retnrn unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it,” Isa. 55: 10, 11.

Yea, all those who enter the vineyard of
the Lord with such a sending or calling,
and with such a spirit, doctrine and con-
duct, as said, are the shepherds of whom it
is written, “I will give you pastors accord-
ing to mine heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding,” Jer. 3+ 15.

They are the teachers who tum many to
righteousness; and they shall shine as thei

|

brightness of the firmament, as the stars
forever, Dan. 12: 3.

They are the spiritual streams, and the
rivers of the paradise of Christ, which issue
from the fountains of the paradise of God,
to irrigate and fertilize the whole country,
Gen. 2: 10—14. .

They are the spiritual posts and pillars
in the court of the tabernacle of Moses with
hangings of fine twined linen, Exod. 27: 9.

They are the three score valiant men, of the
valiant of Israel, who are around Solomon’s
bed; they all hold swords; being expert in
war; every man with his sword upon his
thigh, because of fear in the night, Cant.
39,8, :

They are the seven horns or trumpets, of |
the golden years, before whose “sounds, }
teaching and preaching, the walls of J ericho
fell, that is, all false doctrine, all powers
and dominions raised up against the true
Joshua, Jesus Christ, and his people, are
brought low, Josh. 6: 10.

They are the beautiful messengers of
peace, who preach the gospel of grace,
fayor, mercy, love, and peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things, to us, poor,
miserable, troubled sinners, Isaiah 52: 7;
Rom. 10: 15.

They are seven mighty mountains, where-
upon grow roses and lilies, whose sweet
scent refreshes with joy all who fear the
Lord, 2 Esd. 2: 19.

They are the splendid crown of twelve
stars of the woman, pregnant and in travail,
Rev.12: 1, 2.

They are the walls of the new and heay-
enly Jerusalem, based upon the twelve foun-
dations, that is upon the ground and doc-
trine of the twelve apostles, Rev. 21: 14.

See, worthy reader, with such and similar
glorions images and parables, are all the
pious pastors and teachers honored in the
Scriptures, whom the Holy Ghost has or-
dained as bishops and overseers in his
church, congregation and house.

These may say with holy Paul, Follow us
as we are the followers of Christ, *‘for our
exhortation was not of deceit, nor of un-
cleanness, nor in guile, but as we were al-
lowed of God to be put in trust with the
gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing
men, but God. who trieth our hearts; for
neither at any time, used wé flattering words,
as you know, nor a cloak of covetousness;
God is witness. Nor of men sought we
glory,” 2 Thess. 2: 3—6.

T repeat it, These are they who gather
with Christ what has been scattered, bind
up the wounded, and heal the sick, for they
are influenced by the Spirit of the Lord and
urged by unfeigned love. They are vigilant,
and assiduous in the discharge 6f entrusted
duties. They fight daily with the weapon
of obedience. They tear down, break and
destroy all that which is against the word
of God, not by external power, with sword
and spear, but by the preaching of the holy
word, in power and spirit, with the word of
the Lord. They till, sow, water and plant.
They cut down what is ripe. They gather
their grain and sheaves. and ecarry them into
the Lord’s barn, and their fruits will abide
unto eternal life.

Since the Scriptures require such teachers,

#

AN LA

.



THE CONDUCT OF PREACHERS.

63

as before-mentioned, it is then indispen-
sable, that we weigh the conduct of your
preachers in the balance, and determine
their actions, by the plummet of the divine
word, before your own eyes, that you may
discover how much they are wanting in their
conduct of the pattern of the true bishops,
preachers and pastors, spoken of by Paul
to Timothy and Titus, in all their lives and
actions; and that they are the very reverse,
who, without spirit, word, work or truth,
but in semblance only, are so called of the
world.

Tt is manifest, beloved reader, that they
have changed the meek office of a true bish-

op, preacher and pastor, which is an office

of christian service, and if rightly attended
- to,is an office full of labor, poverty, trouble,
care, reproach, misery, tribulation, cross
and affliction, into ungodly gorgeousness
and princely glory, that they may be great-
ly respected and feared, of those whose
names are not written in heaven, to this end
they appear in splendid robes; are dressed
in shining garbs, Rev. 13: 8; are called by
pompous names, and use in their services

| iah the prophet says.

become princes on earth, Rev. 18: 15. Inall
things they are blamable, violating female
chastity, which is carried on to such an un-
blushing degree, that it cannot be expressed;
they are unchaste, nunmerciful, malicious,
scorners, unfriendly, unrighteous, liars,
drunkards, and full of inordinate desires.
Their tables are full of uncleanness, as Isa-
Their hearts are full
of avarice, and they are malicious towards
those who will not contribute to their sup-
port. They even prepare war against them,
as Micah teaches; are full of adultery; sit
with harlots in their houses; beget children
illegitimately. They are unbelieving, re-
fractory, proud, ambitious: obey not the

~word of the Lord; are bound with the cords

grace to the world.

of the devil, and there are many who have
not known the truth, are a scandal and dis-
Their dreadful, abom-

“inable fruits make this manifest to all. They

crosses, ointments, caps, togas, unclean pu-
rifications, and have cloisters, chapels, bells, |

organs, music, masses, offerings, &e., of
which there is not a word to be found in
the Scriptures. Under these splendid trap-
pings may plainly be seen the slily, croach-
ing wolf, the earthly, sensnal mind, the anti-
christian seductions and bloody abomina-
tions; for they seek nothing but the favor of
men, honor, splendor, venery, idleness, self,
oold, silver, gluttony, &ec., and suffer them-
selves to be called spiritual doctors, teach-
ers, lords, abbots, guardians,
priors.

proplets and apostles in their office, serv-

fathers and

fight against Christ and his word; hate all
the pious; speak reproachfully of all those
who seek, love, and fear the Lord with all
their hearts. In short, it is impossible to
relate all their abominable crimes, lewdness,
ungodly deeds, private and public vices, in-
famy and abominations.

O dear Lord! how much more have they
become the reverse of the upright and true
bishops, overseers and pastors, although
this proud generation boast that they can
bring Christ down from heaven, reconcile
God, forgive sins, and that they are the true
pillars, heads and eyes of the church.

Although I have written this especially
of the Roman priests, the reader should
know, that I cannot acquit those in any
wise, who boast of the word; for with the

“exception of adultery and fornication, and
Alas! how vastly they do differ from the

. 7 2 |
ices, examples, nsages, lives, and in all they
did; who entered the vineyard of the Lord

without purse, without money, or much
clothing; who were made a spectacle to the
whole world; and for Christ's sake were

sheep for the slanghter ;
from the Seriptures.

But these have their chests and coffers
full, they are waxed rich through the abun-
'laTl(‘F' of the Babylonian sorcery, and have

a few of the abuses of the bread, which
are not found with them, they seek and de-
sire, in the common walks of life, unreason-
able gain; they idolize baptism and the

' Holy Supper, and oppress, backbite and

slander the pious. about the same as the

| others do.
killed all the day long, and accounted as |

as may be seen |

Therefore, I fear all who preach for money.
and flatter the world, are the spiritual sor-

cerers of Egypt, 2 Tim. 3: 8, priests of the
groves, servants ¢f Baal, and prophets of

Jezebel, destroyers of the Lord’s vineyard,

e ' Jer. 12: 10, defilers of the land. Jer. 93: 11,
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blind watchmen and dumb dogs, spoilers of
the good pastures, they trouble the clear
waters, are devourers of souls, Ezek. 22: 27,
false prophets and ravening wolves, devour-
ers of widows’ houses, thieves and murder-
ers, enemies of the cross of Christ, whose
end is destruction, whose God is their belly,
and whose glory is in their shame, who
mind earthly things, Phil. 3: 18, 19, false
teachers, founders of sects, cursed children,

wandering stars, withered trees, without
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
foaming out their own shame, to whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness forever, |
Jude 13; anti-christs, locusts that rose from |
the bottomless pit, came to hurt those who

have not the seal of God in their foreheads, |
Rev. 9: 4. In short, if they will not repent, |
they are already condemned according toi
the Scriptures, Tit. 8: 11: Rev. 21: 8. .

Not that I would judge any one, my good |
reader, I well know that it is written, Judge |
not, that ye be not judged; condemn not
and ye shall not be condemned; but they
are judged of him, who says, “The word: |
that I have spoken, the same shall ‘judge |
him in the last day,” John 12: 48,

Who do such and the like things, says |
Paul, shall not inherit the kingdom of God. |
But if any one shall do the works whereof |
Paul speaks, he will not be judged of
me, nor by any other man, but by the word '
of the Lord. Therefore we entreat you to
measure the conduct of your preachers with |
the Scriptures, and you will find, by whom
they are judged. *

O miserable preachers, whose blindness
we may well lament; how much better would |
it be for you never to have been born. For
if you have finished your short, perishable, |
voluptuous and idle life; and have not re-
pented, as above stated, your portion will
be God’s eternal wrath, punishment and |
judgment in the torments, the pains and
burnings of hell; woe and death shall be
your end, as the Seriptures threaten,” Phil.
3: 19. :

The reason is, because you reject Christ,
and despise his word, which is everlasting
food for the soul, upon which we must eter-
nally subsist. You despise his word be-
canse it reproves your vain and frivolous
conduet, showing that you are indeed sen-'

sual; of the world, and of the devil, as is
evident; and that you so miserably deceive
poor souls; and so cruelly hate, belie, re-
proach and betray all those who sincerely
seck the salvation of their souls; take their
property, deprive them of honor, and life,
who in great love admonish, by the word of
God, your deceiving teachers, and reprove
their ungodly deeds with all discretion,
Deut. 8: 3; Matt. 4: 4.

O Balaam, Balaam, how long will you
so unmercifully kick and cuff the poor ass
which has to suffer all the opprobium, scorn,
and disgrace, for the sake of his master’s
testimony? And never kindly listen how he
answers you in a human voice, and reproves
your great folly and error? That he is driven
by an angel with a naked sword, namely,
by the Spirit and word of the Lord, that he
can longer carry (endure) you in your un-
godly deeds.

Well now! seed of Cain, Korah and Ba-
laam, prepare for defence; lie, cheat, cen-
sure, blaspheme, hate, root up, disgrace,
and murder as much as in you lies; allege
all the councils, authors, and learned teach-
ers who have been for centuries; appeal to
all the lords and princes, emperors, kings
and the mighty of the earth. Use all the
power, art and cunning that you can com-
mand, it will avail you nothing; the Lamb
will conquer and gain the victory, the people
of God will trinmph, not with tangible weap-
ons, but in patience with the Spirit and
Word of God. Jerusalem and the temple

‘must be built up, although the Azotus and

Sanballat may attempt to hinder if, not
with inanimate stones, which are now tread
upon in every street with your unclean feet,
Neh. 4: 6; although all the gates of hell
may resist, Babel must be destroyed and
laid waste. The ten kings will and must
perform their services. You will gnaw your
tongues for pain, bitterly cry and weep on
account of the torments of Babel, and say,

' Alas! alas! that great city, that was cloth-
 edl in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and
decked with gold, and precious stones, and

pearls! For in one hour so great riches is
come to nought; for her sins rose up to
heaven, and the Lord remembered her wick-
edness, Rev. 18: 16.

The gospel will and must be heard: lies
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must be exposed, and your blind folly made
known to all men; although I and my breth-
ren may be called off by death before this
takes place, yet it will undoubtedly happen
at the appointed time, which the Holy Ghost
so plainly foretold and taught through the
worthy disciple, John.

O stiffnecked, and evil generation, how
long will you resist the Holy Ghost? How
long will you revile the truth, and prefer

lies? How long will your hands drip with |

the blood of the innocent? Reform your
wicked lives, fear God with all your hearts,
renounce all your glossy, sensual and carnal
doctrine, come forward with us, treat us ac-
cording to the word of God, that the gospel
may be rightly preached, and maintained
by a pious and blameless life. 0, if you
would do thig, no innocent blood would be

shed, and the truth would be made known. ‘
i warned

But we are afraid it will be as the prophet
said, “The wicked shall do wickedly, and
none of the wicked shall understand; but

remember what is written, ‘“Come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and
I will receive you, and I will be a Father
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty,”2 Cor.
| 6: 17, 18; and again, “Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues,” Rev.
18: 4. Consider that the mouth of the Lord
said, “Beware of false prophets, which come
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves: ye shall know them
by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of
' thorns, or figs of thistles?” Matt. 7: 15, 16.
| They are the galt which has lost its savor,
and is henceforth good for nothing, but to
| be cast out and to be trodden under foot of
' men, as the Lord says, Matt. 5: 13.

In short, they are those of whom Paul
and said, “This know also, that in
 the last days perilous times shall come; for
men shall be lovers of their ownselves, cov-

the wise shall understand,” Dan. 12: 10. etous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis-

For it is the custom of all the
out of Chrigt and his word, to defend their
foundations, faith and actions with the
sword.

sects, who are! obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
| without natural affection, truce-breakers,
' false
The Romans, the Arians, the Cir-| of those

accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
that are good, traitors, heady, high-

cumeellions, the Lutherans, the Zuinglians, | minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers

and the Munsterites, are our witnesses; but
Christ's people suffer and forbear.

Ts it not a grievous error, that these poor | ay
| Again, thus you see that your preachers

people want to be called Christians, and are
guilty of such abominable things, such as
exterminating, robbing, apprehending,burn-
ing, torturing, murdering, &e., under pre-

tences, as if the kingdom of Christ, the glory |
i the reason why we openly teach not to hear

of the Lord, the word and truth of God,
were to be defended and maintained with
such horrible disgrace?

Alas, no! you miserable men, no. All
who are moved by the spirit of Christ know
of no sword but the word of the Lord; their
weapons are powerful, fervent prayer, a

long-suffering and patient heart, strong, im- |
' the priests of Baal? How can you be taught

moveable faith, a living hope, and an un-
blamable life, whereby the gospel of the
kingdom, the word of peace, is to be pro-
mulgated, and to be defended against the
aates of hell.

| of God;
| denying the power thereof; from such turn

| mand that we

having a form of godliness, but
ray,” 2 Tim. 3: 1—b.

are such persons as described, and that the
Scriptures abundantly admonish and com-
shall forsake them, fear them.
avoid and flee from them, &e. And this is
their seducing doctrines, not to use their
sacraments, and to have nothing to do with

| their false worship.
|

Rather say, What godliness can Tsrael
 bring from Assyria, Egypt, or from Baby-
lon?

How can the true service be found with

'in divine things to righteousness, by those

' who are ignorant thereof themselves!

How can you learn Christ from anti-

christ; and the word of God from false pro-

Beloved reader, if you have the fear of | phets?

God, then learn rightly to know your bish-
ops, P(l;ophets, pastors and teachers, and

| How can you

be blessed by the cursed,
' and be rightly led by the blind ?
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How will you draw water from dry fount-
ains, and gather fruit from withered trees?
2 Pet. 2: 17.

How can you be partakers of the Lord’s
table and of the table of devils?

How can you drink both of the Lord’s cup
and the devil’s cup, and be in the commun-
ion of Christ and of anti-christ? 2 Cor.10: 21.

You cannot serve two masters who are op-
posed to each other; you must love the one
and hate the other, or else you will hold to
the one and despise the other. You must
be for Christ or against him, you will gather
with him, or destroy in opposition to him,
Matt. 6: 24.

Since we, by the grace of God, so plainly
see how your preachers are sent, see their
doctrine and lives, how they go without be-
ing called, falsify the word of God, lead
a wanton, sensual life, deceive the poor
people; and being so abundantly admon-
ished by the Scriptures, that we should for-
sake, avoid, and shun such preachers, be-
cause they are so diametrically opposed to
Christ and his word, and we desire to be
obedient to the voice of our shepherd in this
matter as it becomes all the pious of Christ,
for the kingdom is promised to the obedient,
as the Seriptures say, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord. Lord, shall enter into

the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father,” Matt. 7: 21.

And we also, agreeably to the contents of
God’s word, have departed from their doc-
trine, sacraments and service, and this we
testify both by word and deed, with posses-
sions and blood, before lords and princes, in
cities and in the country, before you, and
the world as an admonition, doctrine and
instruction, so that you all, both teachers
and hearers, might awaken, to reflect on the
truth, repent and come out from the king-
' dom and fellowship of anti-christ, and enter
' the kingdom and communion of Christ: and
i thus extricate your poor souls from the
| snares of unbelief, that you may be res-
| cued, preserved and eternally saved.

il

For we will gooner endure, in our mortal
bodies, misery, poverty, tribulation, hunger,
thirst, heat, cold, bonds and death, and ad-
here to the word of the Lord, than lead se-
cure easy lives with the world, and for the
' sake of a short and temporal life. ruin our
| souls.
| We think with holy Peter, that we should
| rather obey God than man; and with virta-
| ous Susamna, it is better to fall into the

hands of man, than into the hands of God.
| All who fear the Lord may read and judge.

COUNTER ARGUMENTSY

or

BABYLON AND ITS BUILDERS, WITH THEIR REPLICATIONS.

Beloved reader, although we have clearly
shown you the difference between true and
false preachers, and why we should not
hear them, we hope that the god-fearing,
who acknowledge the word of the Lord to
be true, might fully comprehend this GROUND
AND TRUTH; still we find some among those
preachers, who partly know that their cause
cannot stand the test of the Scripture.

Nevertheless, not being born of God, nor
fearing him but seeking unlawfal gain, the

{ world and ease, they have garbled a variety
of scriptural passages, by which they per-
suade the simple, those who dread the cross
of Christ, that it is lawful to heax their doce-
trine and attend upon their church services.
and this they do in order to live at ease’and
enjoy good times.

In the first place, they say that Christ
said, “The Secribes and Pharisees sit in

Moses® seat: all, therefore, whatsoever they

' bid you observe, that observe and do: but
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do not ye
From which they conclude, that, as the
Seribes and Pharisees were sitting in the |
seat of Moses, and mingling leaven with the
unleavened lamp,
his disciples, saying, all therefore whatso- |
ever they bid you observe, that observe and
do, they also now sit in Christ’s seat, al-
though they are in their doctrine and lives |
not upright and. free from guilt; that there- |
fore we are to hear them, so far as they |
preach the word of God, but not to do after |
their works. i

To which we reply: First we ask them |
whether they and the Pharisees are one or
not? If they answer yes, they must then be
their own judges, and decide that they are
of those who crucified Christ, stoned Ste-
phen, beat theapostles, persecuted thesaints,
and they ave of those who are threatened
with eternal woe; they may well then be
afraid and fear the Lord and his judgments.
If they answer. no, then they can prove
nothing with this passage.

Secondly, we reply: If they adduce this
passage, quasi arqumentim wssimili, 1. e,
as it were an argument of similitude, and
remark that to sit in Moses’ seat, is to
rightly preach and attend to Moses’ law
with its ceremonies. This did the Qeribes
and Pharisees, they left the law and cere- |
monies entire and altered nothing therein,
although they practiced some superstition
with it, as may be seen from Matt. 15: 3.
For had they altered the law and ceremony,
they would not have been sitting in Moses’
seat.

But even as the Scribes and Pharisees did
sit in Moses’ seat, these will then also have
to show that they sit in Christ’s seat, that
is, they must prove that they preach Christ’s
gospel, baptism, supper, sep aration; preach
and practice all things correctly, or the «r-
qumentum assimili cannot stand.  If this is
the case, we may then ask counsel of the
Seriptures; why they suffer the traditions
of men to be added thereto? But we well
know that the Scriptures ave silent on this
subject.

Thirdly, we reply: So long as the Scribes
and Pharisees were sitting in Moses™ seat,
and practiced the ceremonies and taught
the law which pointed to Christ, as before |

after their works,” Matt. 23: 3. '\

of which Christ w.var]:terllF

related; so long dig, Christ direct his dis-

| ciples and the people, at that time, to them;

for the law was not fully accomplished; the
perfect sacrifice, which was to abolish all
typical sacrifices, was not yet offered; the
veil of the temple was not yet rent, the
figures and shadows were not yet changed

|into the new and abiding reality. After it
l had all been accomplished according to the

Seriptures, and all things made new in
Christ, he did not then send out the Scribes
and Pharisees with Moses’ law, but his dis-
ciples with his own doctrine; and said, “Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel

'to every creature,” Mark 16: 15, ‘“‘teaching

them to observe all things whatsoever Ihave

commanded you,” Matt. 28: 20.

Since then all things are mew in and
through Christ; and as the people of Moses
were directed to his preachers, by Christ be-
fore his death, to those who sat in Moses’

' geat and rightly taunght the law, and cere-
| (=] = )

monies; in like manner, in the new Testa-
ment, are we, after the death of Christ, di-

rected to those preachers who sit in Christ’s

seat, teaching his words unblamably, and
using his sacraments as the Scriptures teach.

But the Scriptures abundantly warn us of
thioge who adulterate Christ’s doctrine, mis-
use his sacraments, seduce the people, lead
dissolute and wanton lives; such we are to
shun, avoid and abandon, notto admit them

“into our houses, for they sit in anti-christ’s,
" and not in Christ’s seat, as said, Matt. 716,

Secondly, they adduce what Paul says,
“Quench not the spirit; despise not prophe-

'syings: prove all things: hold fast that

which is good, abstain from all appear-
ance of evil,” 1 Thess. 5: 19—22.

"1 answer: Paul himself explains, accord-
ing to owr opinion, of what spirit and pro-
phecy he thus spake. For if it were the
opinion of the apostle that we should repair
to houses where this open seduction and
idolatry are carried on, and there prove
their spirit and doctrines, Paul would then
Lave contradicted himself, when he says,
that we shall separate, shun and flee from
them; for we know of a certainty that they
do corrupt the word and sacraments of the
Lord, and seek nothing but a good living,
and are without the spirit and doctrine of
Christ.
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It is true, that to the pure all things are
pure, which are not contrary to the Spirit
and word of God. For none are called pure
in the Scriptures, except those who conform
to the Spirit and word of the Lord. Allwho
agree with the word, to them all lawful, pure
things, are pure, such as eating, drinking,
clothing, houses, manors, land, gold, silver,
wives, children, goods, food, to wake, to
sleep, to speak, to be sgilent, and all things
which God has given us as necessariesy be-
cause they are pure, they will also use all
lawful, pure things purely; namely, in the
foar of God. with thankseiving and modera-
tion. to the praige of God and to the service
of their fellow man: to which end, these
things were given of God, for the use of men.

All things prohibited of God, such as hy-
pocrisy, unfruitful works, conformity to the
world, living in affluence and splendor, and
living in idolatry, ave by all means, impure
to the pure, to the faithful, obedient children
of God: and the pure can never nse things
impurely throngh all eternity. according to
the will of God: for the Spirvit of God and
his word forbid them.

Adam was allowed of God to-eat of all
the vegetables and fruits of the carth, for
his subsistence, except of the tree of knowl-
edge of good and evil: for if he shonld eat
thereof. hie must die. All the froits and
creatures allowed of God, were pure to pure
Adam, but one tree was impure to him
through the command of God; he ate there-
of, and he, with all his geed, fell nnder the
power of death.

And even as all things are pure to the
pure. and are for the good of the pious, so
also to the impure all things are impure,
and to the evil all things are evil: because
they are impure, they use all the creatures
of God impurely. They eat and drink to
excess; they dress gorgeounsly; and indulge
I lewdness; they raise their children to
idleness: they avariciously hoard gold, sil-
ver, honses and lands, and there is nothing
they usge purely according to the will of
God; for they are impure, sensual, disobe-
dient to the word, and arve earthly-minded.
as the Seriptures say.

Further: it is also an abominable calumny
and slanderons seduction, what some pre-
tend ang say: outward idolatry cannot de-

HSe)

| file and malke impure, if not sanctioned by
the heart.

My good reader, if that were true all the
passages would have been spoken to no
purpose, which say; neither be ye idolators
as were some of them:; have no fellowship
with the nnfruitful works of darkness; avoid
all appearance of evil, &e., then wonld also
the offence of the cross have been ended.
No, no, it becomes a true christian to be
wholly pious, to glorify God, both in body
and spirit.

Aaron. a high priest called of God, a type
of the Tiord Jesus, when he was constrained
of the people to make gods for them which
shonld go before them, he was overcome
throngh the weakness of the ilesh, that he
vielded to the idolaters, and made them a
aolden calf. Aarvon did not worship it in
is heart: for hie well knew it was not the
God who led them through the red sea, but
that it was o creature made of gold. Never-
theless this euilt was charged to Aavon. for
Moses said, *What did this people nnto
thee, that thon hast brought so great a sin
upon them?” Ex. 82: 21: yea, the Lord
would have destroyed him had not Moses
interceded for him, Deut. 9: 20.

We would, that all founders of seefts and
erring spirits, whose rejection of the cross.
ease, carnal minds and hypoerisy, is cloalk-
ed under the semblance of the word of God.
would reflect well upon the history of Aa-
ron: I trust they would no longer conceal
their nudity and disgrace with fig-leaves;
but would clothe themselves with the true
coat of skins, with Jesus Christ, made of
God: for they comfort and encourage the
poor, rude people in their idolatry and
faith. by their ungodly dealings, which they
call liberty, grieve the pious unto death,
discourage and offend the poor, wavering
gsonls of whom it is written, *“Whoso shall
oftend one of these little ones, which believe
in me. it were Dbetter for him, that a mill-
stone were hanged about his neck, and that
" he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”

Matt. 18: 6.

What christian liberty ig, and how it is to
be nsed according to the will of God. is fully
explained in Rom. 14.

Say, beloved, how can we inclunde in chris-
tian liberty. that which is o openly com-
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O no; Paul did nc; write this of such
preachers as the Scribes and Pharisees were,
neither of the idolatrous priests of Egypt
and Babylon (understand well what Imean):
but he said this touching the prophets, pas-
tors and teachers in the Church of Christ,
that we are not to quench their spirit, but
prove their doctrine, and hold fast to that
which is good. And if they taught any.thing
not in accordance with the Scriptures and
the true faith, to avoid it. If any man pro-
phesy, let him prophesy according to the
proportion of faith, Rom. 12: 6, and this is
to what John exhorts his disciples, “Be-
loved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits, whether they are of God,” 1 John 4:
1. And this passage, Abstain from all ap-
pearance of evil, may be understood as not
properly referring to what is just mentioned.

My good reader, we have proved your
preachers so well, both as to their spirit
and doctrine, that we may with a clear con-
science say, that they are not of God and
his word, but of the bottomless pit, of the
dragon and of the beast. Say, dear reader,
how shall we acknowledge those as teach-
ers who so wantonly fight against the word
of God? What communion has light with
darkness? What concord has Christ with
Belial? 1 Cor. 6: 14. The greater part of
their teaching and action is delusion and
hypocrisy. My reader, do not pervert these
words, for what I write is the truth, and 1

can prove it to the whole world, from their |

doctrines, lives and sacraments.

Thirdly, they ask, Why will we not hear
them; for the wise men of the East gave
heed to what Herod said?

Answer: To adduce this passage seems to
me to be so puerile, that it is by no means
worthy of reply. For Herod did nothing

.

elge than by the instruction of the scribes, |
point out to the wise men the town in which |

the king of the Jews should be born, and

he did it with a blocd-thirsty heart, as the | between the spirit and disposition of the

‘devil, and the spirit and nature of Christ,

following act shows; he sent them to Beth-
lehem and said, ¢ Go and search diligently
for the young child, and when you have
found him, bring me word again, that Imay
come and worship him also,” Matt. 2: 8.

Jews had a king born, lest he might lose his

kingdom and glory; he therefore spoke, out

of pure hypocrisy and slyness, with the wise
men, for he was desirous of the child’s death,
to prevent its becoming a king. But when
he saw that he failed in his hypoerisy, he
became very much enraged, and showed his
fierce, tyrannical, ungodly disposition; he
sent forth and slew all the children that
were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and under, that
by the slaying of all the innocent children
he might also destroy the born king, as may
be geen from Matt. 2: 16.

O my good reader, how justly they do ap- - :

peal to this hypocritical, lying, ambitious
and tyrannical Herod; for the greater part
of them are of the same spirit and disposi-
tion. They are so much pained that Christ
is born again through his word. They prac-

tice hypocrisy like Herod; they lie, and say

that they are sincere; but they fear their un-
lawful gain, their rich and lazy life, lest
Christ should rule, as Herod feared, lest he
should lose his kingdom. And they are
ready to destroy the pious, as Herod was
determined upon the blood of Christ, as
you have heard.

Since then they are manifestly hypocriti-
cal liars, and earthly-minded, and also in-
tent upon blood, as may be seen in some
places; therefore we will also talke for an
example in this matter the wige, who, being
admonished by a heavenly inspiration, did
not return to Herod, and, through the grace
of God faithfully observe the Lord’s inspi-
ration, counsel, doctrine and admonition,
and turn to those who point out Christ in
full power and practice, and teach in the
truth, according to the spirit. '

Fourthly, some of them say, Although
the devil should preach the word of God,
why should we not hear him?

In the first place I reply to these vain,
slanderous calumniators, that it would be
well for them to learn rightly to distinguish

before they wounld utter such unseasonable,
blasphemous words before the poor people.
The devil was a liar from the begzinning,

!1 and will undoubtedly always be. Since then
Herod was afraid when he heard that the |

he is a liar, and lying his nature, disposi-
tion and work, as the Lord says, how can
he then sincerely and rightly teach and
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preach the word of God, which is truth,
and is diametrically opposed to his lying
digposition and nature, and though he did
teach the truth correctly, and give Christ his
praise, still he does so with a false heart;
for he is a devil and the truth is not in him.

He confessed Christ, rightly and accord-
ing to the contents of his word, when he
said, Thou art Christ, the holy one of God;
thon art Christ, the Son of God. However,
Christ did not desire his confession, but re-
proved him and said, Hold your peace, and

come out of him, for his confession was made
with a diabolical heart, as said.

Secondly, I say, If any one would hear
the voice of the devil, he need not go far;
alas! he can hear him every where. Allwho
speak lies, speak of the devil. In the be-
ginning he spoke through the serpent; in
Tsrael through the false prophets, and now '
through his preachers, in order to deceive
the people of the world, and divert them
from the truth, that they never can be saved. |

Since then, that from the beginning he has
been, and still is a lying spirit, an adver-
sary of God, a falsitier of the Scriptures,
and a murderer of souls, and will eternally
be such, who can neither teach nor endure

any thing good, because he is by mature
unclean, a liar, and.a deceiver, always the
enemy of every thing that is good, we will '
therefore stop our ears, through God’s grace, '
and not hear such blasphemous speaking;
turn our backs upon the devil, with all his '
lying preachers, as the Scriptures teach ;|
and we will sincerely believe the Scriptures, |
which direct us to Christ to hear him. Christ
directs us to his disciples, and they direct |
us to such teachers who are blameless in
doctrine and life, as related. May the merci- |
ful and gracious Lord eternally preserve all |
the pious hearts against this Herodian gen-
eration, and against the devil’s preachers,
Amen.

Fifthly, some also say that we may hear
them, if we suffer ourselves not to be de-
ceived by them. '

T answer: The reader should observe how |
the people of God ever were, from the days |
of Abraham, separated from the world; and !.
especially since the days of Moses, they |
have had their own particular preachers,
teachers, ceremonies, ordinances and ser- |

| munity, or church,

vices, as may be abundantly read and seen
in all the books of Moses.

Secondly, that Israel was commanded by
God, that if a false prophet were to rise up
among them, and though he were to do
wonders and signs, he should die, Deut,
13: 4.

Thirdly, Israel was not allowed to teach
or to receive any doctrine or worship from
any strange nations circumjacent to them,
but to keep closely to the law and testi-
monies.

Fourthly, where there arose some ungodly
kings, such as Jeroboam, Ahab, Manasseh
and many others, who loved their own right-
eousness and idolatry more than the word
and right worship of the Lord; and when
the false prophets multiplied, who turned
the people from the Lord and his law, then
also did the Lord raise up true prophets
such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, &ec., to reprove
the disobedient, idolatrous kings and false
prophets, and to warn the people faithfully
of them, and said, “Hearken not unto the
words of the prophets that prophesy unto

‘?you; they make you vain; they speak a

vision of their own heart, and not out of the
mouth of the Lord,” Jer. 23: 16. These

' prophets all gloriously pointed to Christ,

to his kingdom and reign.

Tifthly, that Christ, as well as Moses, or-
dained and appointed in his kingdom, com-
prophets, preachers,
teachers, ceremonies and ordinances, which
are to be observed by all true christians for
ever.

Sixthly, the holy apostles teach, advise,
and admonish us, that we are to separate
ourselves from those, in doctrine and in
worship, be they baptized or not, who agree
not with the spirit, doctrine, regulations
and examples of Christ.

Seventhly, that the whole world with their
spirit, doctrine, sacrament, worship and
conduct, are far from Christ’s spirit, word,
sacrament, worship and example; and,

'alas! are nothing but a new Sodom, Egypt

and Babel, Rev. 11: 8.

Bighthly, that all those who acknowledge
God’s word, and are partakers of his Spirit,
are called on to let their lights shine out of
darkness and give light to the world, that
they reprove all ungodliness by word, deed,
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life and death, confess the Lord’s holy name, | but we worship Him who made heaven and
word and will, and confirm it by a pious | earth.. .
and unblamable life, according to the Scrip- | T answer: Can a single passage be ad-
tures. - ' duced from the Scriptures, that uncleanness,
Ninthly, that “whoso shall offend one of | sin, falsifying the ordinances of God, idol-
these little ones which believe in me (Christ), | atry, disobedience to the word, and hypoc-
it were better for him that a mill-stone were | risy are all pure to the pure, that is, to the
hanged about his neck, and that he were ‘ true believers; then we might consider a
drowned in the depth of the sea,” Matt. | little on it. But we know certainly, that not
18: 6. | a single passage can be advanced. _
Penthly, that we reflect well, why or for | O my reader, if the men of God had thus
what reason we are not to hear such preach- | understood the Scriptures, as these poor
ers. If we do hear them, and desire to be | people do, the three valiant young men
taught of them, then we seek the truth | WO‘}‘-‘} have b)i 1O MeAdIE suffered ﬂlrem-
among lies, and life among the dead. But | Selves to be casi into the fiery furmace. The
if we will not be taught of them, but use our upright Eleazer, the God-fearing pious moth-
liberty, as they call it, we must confess that | ¥ with her seven sons, the ho]y; prophets,
such hearing is no hearing, but trifling and | apostles and pious witnesses of God, would
hypocrisy, by which we despise the spirit, | have saved their lives, wu}ﬂ& have e:s-c;yped
dbctrine. ordinances, counsel, admonition, . ‘F-he cruel tortnres and pains, and said, To
comnmn‘ity and church of Christ; and | the puresall things are pure, we will cheer
strengthen the seducing abominations, idol- fully t'o'mpl y. _
atry, and kingdom of anti-christ, and con- _0 no! 111.?; good reader, no: tjhc clean are
form to the world in all appearance of evil, | not 10 -bouck. the unclean. Touc not the wi-
act the hypoerite, grieve and vex-many a clean thing, says the Spiit it uc]: tl_u-ough
A 3 Isaiah and Paul. that is, what the Seriptures

pious child of God, cause strife among the .~ i e S

pious, and esteem lichtly the innocent blood fmblﬂ... HL that wi shed hd]_l::clf. ntm‘ th_t,

which is shed in many places on this ac-. touching of a dead body, if he touch 1
- again, what availeth his washing? Is 1t not

count. : . o

folly for any man to wash his clothes, and
atterwards tread them into the mire again?
The Seriptures plainiy teach, that “the just
shall live by faith.” and that o saood tree
+prings forth good fruit.” We certainly know
that an humble, lowly-minded soul will nev-

Behold, my readers, ail who fear the Loxd,
and rightly examine and judge these ten |
articles, here briefly stated, by the Spirit|
and word of the Lord, will not halt here,
but they will faithfully talke heed to the
counsel ‘.‘L}lﬂ. admonition of the Il-I‘(_ﬂy G-h?.st; ' er magnificently array i tgelf in gold, pearls
re-]:)r{}ve t.us-g world both by 1_\'01;;.:" :111'{1 doe-| o other costly apparel; that Hiosa whofenr
trine; avoid every appearance of evil, and | >

‘the Lord, will be honest, chaste, sober; they
ralk ams in the house of the Lord. . ¢ i g T
walk unblamably in the house of the Lord. Ligin ji0t talk, drink, sing and dance with

But touching the false worship, the light- dishonorable women ; for the knowledge,
minded comfort one another, ¢ nd say, chil- fear and love of Gtod and his word forbid
dren may be baptized; for the child is clean; them: and should one do =0, we would
the water is clean: to wash and to bathe is know that his light is darkness, and his
also clean, &e. We may also receive the conduct not agreeable to the Seriptuves.
supper of the Lord at the hands of these And soitis unbecoming to those who boast
preachers, although it is in idolatrous hous- of the word, and would weprove seduction,
ps: christians have no idols any more, they the idolatry and abominations of preachers
only use bread and wine as such. which is by the Seriptures, and yet associate with

pure to the pure: Paul says, To the pure all them in their doctrine, sacraments, false
things are pure. They appeal to the case of service, for words without actions proiit
Naaman, the Captain of the king of Assyr- nothing. “Have no followship with the un-
ian; and to the house of Rimmon, and say, fruitful works of darkness, but rather re-
We care not for the idolatry of the priests, | prove them,” Eph. 5: 11.

o
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It is true, that to the pure all things are

pure, which are not contrary to the Spirit
and word of God. For none are called pure
in the Seriptures, except those who conform
to the Spirit and word of the Lord. All who
agree with the word, to them all lawful, pure
things, are pure, such as eating, drinking,
clothing, houses, manors, land, gold, silver,
-wives, children, goods, food, to wake. to
sleep, to speak, to be silent, and all things
which God has given us as necessaries: be-
cause they are pure, they will also use all
lawful, pure things purely:; namely, in the
fear of God. with thankseivine and modera-
tion, to the praize of God and to the serviee
of their fellow man: to which end. these
things were aiven of Grod. for the use of men.

All things prohibited of God, such as hy-
poerisy, unfruitful works, conformity to the
world. living in affluence and splendor, and
living in idolatry, are by all means, impure
to the pure, to the faithful, ohedient children
of God: and the pure can never use thines
impurely throngh all eternity, aceording to
the will of God: for the Spirit of God and
his word forbid them.

Adam was allowed of God to eat of all
the vegetables and fruits of the earth. for
his subsistence, except of the tree of knowl-
edge of good and evil: for if he shounld eat
thereof, he must die. All the frnits and
creatures allowed of God, were pure to pure
Adam, but one tree was impure to him
throngh the command of God; he ate there-
of. and he, with all his ceed, fell under the
power of death.

And even as all things are pure to the
pure. and are for the good of the pious, so
also to the impure all things are impure.
and to the evil all things are evil: because
they are impure, they use all the creatures
of God impurely. They eat and drink to
excess: they dress gorgeonsly: and indnlge
in lewdness; they raise their children to
idleness: they avariciously hioard gold, sil-
ver, houses and lands, and there is nothing
they use purely according to the will of
God: for they are impure, sensual. disobe-
dient to the word. and are earthly-minded.
as the Seriptures say.

Further: it is also an abominable calnmny
and slanderons seduction, what some pre-
tend and say: outward idolatry ecaunot de-

file and make impure, if not sanctioned hy
the heart.

My good reader, if that were true all the
passages would have been spoken to mno
purpose, which say; neither be ye idolators
as were some of them: have no fellowship
with the nnfruitful works of darkness: avoid
all appearance of evil, &e., then would also
the offence of the cross have been ended.
No, no, it becomes a true christian to be
wholly pious, to glorify God. both in hody
and spirit.

Aaron, a high priest called of God. a type
of the Tord Jesus. when he was constrained
of the people to make gods for them which
shionld go hefore them. he was overcome
through the wealkness of the flesh, that he
vielded to the idolaters, and made them a
golden ealf.  Aarvon did not worship it in
his hearty for he well Knew it was not the
God who Ted them through the red sea, but
that it was a creature made of gold. Never-
theless this enilt was charged fo Aavon. for
Mozes said, *What did this people nnto
thee, that thon hast brought so areat a sin
upons them?!™ Ex. 82: 21: yea. the Lord
would have destroyved him had not Moses
interceded for him, Dent. 9: 20.

VWe would, that all founders of seets and
erring spirits, whose rejection of the cross.
ease, carnal minds and hypocerisy. is cloak-
ed under the semblance of the word of God.
would refiect well upon the history of Aa-
ron; I trust they would no longer conceal
their nudity and disgrace with fig-leaves:
but would clothe themselves with the true
coat of skins, with Jesus Christ, made of
God: for they comfort and encourage the
poor, rude people in their idolatry and
faith, by their nngodly dealings, which they
call liberty, grieve the pions unto death.
disconrage and offend the poor, wavering
souls of whom it is written, “Whoso shall
offend one of these little ones, which believe
in me, it were better for him, that a mill-
stone were hanged about his neck. and that
hie were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Matt. 18: 6.

What christian liberty is, and how it isto
be used according to the will of God. is fully
explained in Rom. 14.

Say, beloved, how can we include in chris-
tian liberty, that which is g0 openly com-
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mitted against so many passages in the|
Scriptures against brotherly love, and con- |
trary to all the examples of so many saints, |
as said? '.

0, were they pure in heart, who introduce |
such subtle arguments, and would they but \
love Christ supremely over every thing, how |
soon they would then know that that which |
they maintain is contrary to the spirit and |
word of God. But I fear they are those con- Ii
cerning whom it is written, “There is a gen- |
eration that are pure in their own eyes, and |
yet are not washed from their filthiness,”
Prov. 30: 12.

Touching Naaman, we have to notice at-
tentively the following passages.

First, that Naaman was neither a Jew,
nor a proselyte, but a foreigner, who was
not included in the doctrine, ceremonies, or-
dinances and righteousness of Israel, al-
though he would no longer serve idols, and
would serve and offer to God, he had not
yet received the sign, viz., circumeision.

Secondly, that he was the servant of his
master, upon whom the King depended;
and therefore had to attend to the service of
his master when the king worshiped in the
house of Rimmon, and would worship none
other than the true God who had cleansed
him.

Thirdly, that we cannot conclude with cer-
tainty from the answer of the prophet, how
far he did, or did not comply.

Fourthly, that the house of Rimmon, and
the service thereof, and our temple with its
services, are not the same; for in the house
of Rimmon the name of God, the laws, the
ordinances and ceremonies, were not abused,
for they were not known there. But what
abuses, disgrace, scoffings, abomination and
blasphemy, are carried on in our temples
under the name of Christ, all rational men
may determine by the Scriptures.

But if any one says, Why do you concern
yourselves about the doings of the priests?
Worship God as Naaman did, this sounds
to us thus, “Behold your pious father will
be often slanderously mocked, insulted, re-
viled and much abused; let guch things not
move you, Or confound you, but be uncon-
cerned and contented. Submit quietly, but
in your heart honor your father, &e.” Say,
beloved. what rational and upright child |

COUNTER ARGUMENTS OF BABYLON AND

'which they teach;

could bear to see his father thus assaulted,
and yet keep his silence?

Since then, we see with unclouded eyes,
how miserably they treat our eternal Fath-
er, who loved us 8O greatly, in their houses
of abomination; and how they behave to-
wards his son, Jesus Christ, who bought us
with such a precious price. Again: How

they quench his Holy Spirit, hate his will, -
his word, and abuse his sacraments, reject

his ordinances and commands, revile and
reproach his children, deceive poor souls,
and rob Christ of his glory; and with all
this, they desire us to. unite avith such-open
enemies of God; to act the hypocrite with
them, to listen to their ungodly seductions
and abominations; if we should, we would
be very ungrateful children, and without
love. 'This is incontrovertibly true.

No; such is not the way of pious chris-
tians; byt as Christ
not ashamed of her, and enlightens her by
his Holy Spirit and word, comforts her in
all her distresses, strengthens her in suffer-
ings and endows her with power and wis-
dom, before lords and princes, wise and
learned, and before the whole world, that
all have to be silent and ashamed in pres-
ence of a poor, humble christian; and in

the day of judgment acknowledge her before’
his Father, and will bestow upon her the

eternal kingdom; and so do the spirit and
love of Christ also demand of us, that we
confess before men his divine honor, word,
will, ordinances and commands, and be-
sides, we are to testify it by our works, pos-

sessions, blood, life and death, and not clan-"
' destinely frequent such houses of abomina-

tion, where his great and adorable name is
<o miserably dishonored and slandered ;
and where we hear not the truth, nor learn
any piety. Foritis nothing but hypocrisy
although they disguise
it with the word of the Lord, as may be evi-
dently observed by their works.

All, teachers and hearers, run, says the
prophet, like a frantic heifer, they all hate
reproof and instruction, and live impru-
dently according to their own lusts. They
desire not God’s word, therefore, I fear the
scourge is ready, and the avenging sword

| of the Lord is drawn; that soon one ungodly

man will eat another, so that many of them

defends his ehurel, is -
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will be destroyed, for these foolish people
will be punished.

Tifthly, we have to observe, that

Spirit, word, counsel,
ages of Christ; what he allows us we may

BUILDERS, WITH THEIR REPLICATION.

1
|
|

in the I. reject him,
New Testament we are only directed to the | fear him and keep his
admonition and us-

do, but what he forbids we dare not doj it |

becomes all true Christians to conform there-
to, and not according to such doubtful his-
tories and obscure passages, from which we
can draw no sure ground, and which teach
the very reverse of what the Lord’s apostles
publicly taught.

Here I would faithfully admonish the sin-
cere reader, that he would not suffer himself
to be deceived with such words; but at all
times to keep and abide in the unchangeable
and sure ground, which the faithful witnesses
of Christ, the holy apostles have leftus, which
they taught us plainly in their writings; for
the deceivers seek but to confound the wav-
ering, and to be free from the cross of Chirist.

But, say they, We esteem it to be better
to do so sometimes, in order that we may
administer to our wives and children, and
serve the poor, than that we should wholly
abandon the preachers, and thereby make
all our possessions a prey. -

To which we reply, in the first place: The
first command teaches, < Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” Where
the name of the Lord is profaned, and where
his word is viol ated, there it behooves you
in all love, to reprove such things with an
unblamable life, by the word of God, and
to defend the praise of God, as much as in
you is; reflect upon what the Lord says.
Whosoerer loves father, mother, brother,
sister, wife, children, possessions and life
more than me, cannot be my disciple, Luke
141 26.

Secondly, that all who believe that God
made heaven and earth, and sustained Ts-
rael forty days with bread from heaven, and
water from the rock, sent Elias his neces-
sary food by a raven; who aives the birds
in the air, the fishes in the water, and the
reptiles upon earth, their food; they will
not doubt the goodness, power and promise
of their Lord Jesus Christ, who says, ** Seek
ve first the kingdom of God, and his right-

"Ullsne;-.s, and all these things shall be added
0

per of anti-christ

73
unto you,” Matt. 6: 33, for if the countenance
of his grace is in this matter over those who -
how much more over those who
commandments.
Thirdly, that the Almi ghty, bountiful God,
God Almighty, who is all-sufficient to sup-
port the poor and needy without any idol-
atry, hypocrisy and service of the devil; be-
cause he has no delight in such offerings
and gifts of unrighteousness; as the prophet
says, Behold, to obey is better than sacri-
fice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams:
for rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
1 Sam. 15: 22, 23.
All, therefore, who say
on account of their wives
for the sake of the poor, ought to know fhat
they love their wives and children more than
God, and lessen the arm and power of God,
and lie unto the Lord; they should know
that they only cover and adorn their indo-
lence, their dislike of the cross, their unbe-
lief, earthly-mindedness and hypoerisy un-
der such pretense. Let every one take heed
to himself and fear God, who has eyes like
flaming fire, which penetrate heaven and
earth, and cannot be blinded by fair words.
Again, they further pretend that Paul pu-
rified himself according to the custom of the
Jews, and Timothy was circumeised. This
is quite different, for these were things which
God had commanded, although they ended
in Christ. The reason why Paul consented
thereto was, that he might preach the word
with more freedom to the Jews, as he says,
“Tnto the Jews 1 became as & Jew, that 1
might gain the Jews; to them that are nnder
the law, as under the law, that I might gain
them that are under the law,” 1 Cor. 9: 20.
And since these works did not originate
with anti-christ, but from God, with which
Paul would not offend the weak Jews; as
explained; how can we then show by them,
that we are at liberty to hear false preach-
ing, receive the baptism and enjoy the sup-
. and to take part with the
world in open idolatry and blasphemy? Al-
though this may not be done with the heart,
it is at least so in appearance. Or we must
consider the works of the law, which were
of God, to be as unclean and ungodly as the
works and abominations of darkness, which

that they do this
and children, and
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are of the devil; a,ncT esteem the renuncia- |
tion of the cross of Christ as highly as the

zeal with which Paul undertook to teach the |
Jews the Gospel of Christ. i
O my faithful reader, if you would not
lose your poor soul, do not then
Christ, rightly seek his praise,
Spirit, doctrine, counsel, admonition and '.
example, and you will never be made |
ashamed; you will soon discover that the f
purification of Paul, and circumeision of
Timothy, are different from the doings, |
abominations, idolatry and blasphemy of
anti-christ, which have been practiced from
time to time, in the name of Christ, even to
the present day. May the gracious, merci-
ful God grant that you may all come to the
knowledge, and walk in his truth, Amen.
Lastly, they say, That we are yet prison-
ers in Babel, and that we may therefore do
in semblance the works of Babel: and as-
sort the sayings of Baruch, “Ye shall see in
Babylon gods of silver, and of gold, and of
wood, borne upon shoulders, which cause
the nations to fear: beware, therefore, that
ve in no wise be like to strangers, neither
be ye afraid of them, when ye see the multi-
tnde before them and behind them, worship-
ing them; but say in your hearts, O Lord,
we must worship thee,” Bar. 6: 4, B.
Answer: Here we have first to observe,
what is shown by the Babylonian captivity:
when the Israelites did not serve God aright
in their own country, they were scattered ac-
cording to the prediction of Moses, by the
righteous and aracious judgment of God.
among the heathen nations, and were led
captive under the dominion of Babylon. So
it is with those who boast themselves as be-
ing the spiritual Tsrael; because they be-
came unfaithful to the Lord, and rejected
his word, and turned their ears to preachers
of lies, the Babylonian king. anti-christ, has
taken advantage of them and deprived them
of the true doctrine, ceremonies and services,
and led them captive under his dominion,
and has bound them migerably with the
cords of error and idolatrous abominations.
But all those who are again enlightened
by the Spirit and word of the Lord, born of
(od, and die unto the old man. sin: forsake
a1l human misleadings, and rightly use the
holy sacraments of the Lord. his ordinances |

5 |
dishonor |

obey his |

and divine services, they are freed from spir-
itual Babylon, that is, from gin, hell, death,
devil, from the doctrines and commands of
men, from all idolatry and abominations,
as Patl says, There is, therefore, now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit; for the law of the Spirit of life in

Christ Jesus, hath madé me free from the =

law of sin and death, Rom. 8:1,2.
All, then, who say that they are yet cap-
tives of Babylon, testify that they have not

been set at liberty by the Cyrus (Jesus

- Christ), from their sins, and have not come

from Chaldea to Jerusalem, Isa. 24: 283
Ezra 1: 1—4. =
Secondly, that Israel is not commanded
here to conform themselves to the gentiles;
but when they saw them carry
even as we may see on the days of papisti-
cal processions and abominations, although

we are not in their temple, then they should

worship God only, and give him the honor:
for if God had commanded them to conform
in all things to the Babylonian idolatry,
and only serve the Lord with their heart
secretly, then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego acted foolishly in refusing to worship
the great golden idol, on account of which
they hazarded their lives. O no! the mi-
raculous work, shown of God to them, testi-
fies that they acted rightly. All, then, I
say, who teach that true believers are not
released from Babylon, do thereby deny the
merits, death and blood of Christ, deny faith
with its power, and the Holy Ghostwith his
liberty, and despise wholly the innocent
blood of the free witnesses of the free chil-
dren of God, which is shed so abundantly.

Let every one see well to what he believes
and teaches; for I fearthatboth the shedder
of blood, and the despiser are alike guilty-
My good reader, examine the Scriptures

~well, and you will find, that to the free chil-

dren of God here upon earth, there is no 1ib-
erty promised as to the flesh, for Christ says,
“¥e shall be hated of all nations for my

‘name’s sake,” Matt. 241 9. Again. *If any

man will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross and follow me,”
Matt. 16: 24. Again, ¢ Whosoever killeth

‘you will think that he doeth God service,”

John 16: 2. “All that will live godly in

their idols, |
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A CHRISTIAN AND AFFECTIONATE EXHORTATION.

Christ Jesus,” says Paul,

_tribulation we must enter into
of God,” Acts 14: 22. For the liberty of the
spirit is to be maintained with much misery,
tribulation, persecutions, bonds,
death. “The disciple is not above his mas-
ter, nor the servant above his lord; it is
enough for the disciple that he be as his

master, and the servant as his lord,” Matt. | willingly submitted to the pressing cross of

-

10: 24.

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and breth-
ven, here you have the leading parts, and
chief articles of a CHRISTIAN GROUND AND
FOUNDATION, with a plain instruction and
exposition of the
tions and Babylonian acts, whereby the true
apostolic foundation, for a long time, was
corrupted and razed to the ground; and we
have contrasted light with darkness. fruth

“must suffer per-| pointed out,
secution,” 2 Tim. 3: 12. And ‘““through much | sion maintain and
the kingdom | lation.

l

and which we on every occa-
defend in so much tribu-

I have served you all with this small

| gift, as I received it from my God. I gladly
fear and | would that I could serve you longer with

great and abundant grace, to the praise of
the Lord. Therefore, have I renounced
praise, honor, ease, and forsaken all, and

| my Lord Jesus Christ, which ofttimes weighs
 very heavily on my weak flesh. 1 seek nei-
“ther gold nor silver (the Lord knows this),

but am ready, with faithful Moses, to suffer

affliction with the people of God, rather than

anti-christian abomina- |

with falsehood, that the whole truth by our |

seeking, doctrine and belief, undertaking
and weak attempts, may be made manifest.

And I hope by the grace of God, that you
will readily receive it, if you are at all hon-
estly disposed, read it with a sincere heart,
fear God, and acknowledge Christ as the
true head; and see that we
upon the only eternal corner stone, that we
walk in the right way, although in weakness
and to have the plain truth, and that there
is no other ground or way, and truth to be
found in the Scriptures, that can stand be-
fore God, other than this, which we have

are grounded

to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season:
and I esteem the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt, for I
know what the Scriptures have promised us,
and this is my only joy and desire of my
heart, that T may extend the borders of the
kingdom of God, publish the timth, reprove
sin, teach righteousness, feed the hungry
with the word of the Lord, lead the stray
sheep into the right path, and win many
souls to the Lord through his Spirit, power
and grace, and so act in my weakness, as
he tanght me who purchased me, a miser-
able sinner, with his erimson blood, and
gave me this mind, by the gospel of his
grace, namely, Jesus Christ, to him be
praise and glory, and the eternal kKingdom,
Amen.
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